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SQO The Stations of the Preachers, See. 

be repaired by a difpofition direftly contrary to that which 
prevails : but as this government is indefatigable in its en- 
deavours at remedying every prefent evil, and preventing 
fuch as may naturally he expefted, it is to bfe hoped that the 
generous and wife difpofitions lately made, will reftorc the 
energy that is wanting; and without which one of the richeft 
provinces iti Europe is in danger of utter ruin. Silk and 
ell'ence of bergamot, oranges and lemons, are the great arti- 
cles of trade at Reggio. I am allured, that no lefs than 
ioo.ooo quarts of this effencc are annually exported. The 
fruit, after the rind is taken off, is given to the cows and 
oxen ; and the inhabitants of this town alfurc me that the 
beef, at that feafon, has a ftrong and difagreeable flavour of 
begamot. The worthy archbifliop gave me an account of the 
earthquakes here in 1770 and 1780, which obliged the in- 
habitants (in number 16,400) to encamp or remain in barracks 
feveral months, without, however, having done any confider- 
able damage to the town. I was affured here, (where they 
have bad furh a long experience of earthefbakes) that all 
animals and birds are in a greater or lefs degree much more 
fenfible of an approaching fnock of an earthquake than any 
human being ; but that geefe, above all, feem to be the fooneft 
and moft alarmed at the approach of a Ihock ; if in the water, 
they quit it immediately, and there are no means of driving 
them into the water for lbme time after. 

[To be concluded in the next. 2 
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On Education. 

From Dr. Beattie’s Elements of Moral Science. 
Vol, II. 

T HE prefent plain of education, as it is commonly conduc- 
ted, feems to proceed on a ftippofition, that piety and 
virtue arc not indilpenfible parts of dutv ; for that the 'figure 
9 man makes, and the gratifications he obtains, in this world 
arc of more value to him than eternal happinefs in the world 
to come. Accordingly, fome pains are taken to cultivate bis 
undet Handing, to adorn his outlide, and to fit him for the 
common arts of life; but the improvement of his heart, and 
the regulation of his paflions and principles, are, compara- 
tively fpeaking, but little minded. Children are too often 
treated rather as playthings than as immortal beings, who 
have a difficult pan to a£l here, and a flriti account to render 
hereafter. A man, indeed, is not a moral agent till he attain 
the ufe of reafon. But before he can compare things toge- 
ther fo as to draw inferences, he may contraft habits of 
obflinacy or obedience, fretfulnefs or contentment, good or 
ill nature, and even of right or wrong opinion : winch fhall 
adhere to him through ufe, and produce important confe- 
rences. Therefore let no one think that moral difcipline 
in the beginning of life is ol little, moment ; it can hardly 
begin too early. 

Not few are the methods taken, even by parents who mean 
well, which would feem to teach children vice rather than 
virtue, and to create and cherilh evil paflions, ipflead of pre- 
venting them. They arc taught to threaten, and even beat 
thofe by whom they think themfelves injured, or to beat other 
perfons or things in their flead ; and thus learn ip be peevilh 
and revengeful ; and thus too their notions of merit and de- 
merit arc confounded ; for how is it ppflibie for them uj 
learn ?ny thing good from feeing a fl ranger tlncaieued, a dog 
pumlhcd, or a lootftool beaten, for a fault committed by 
themfelves, or by the nurfe ! — Their good behaviour is fame- 
times rewarded fo abfurdly, ac to hurt their health, and teach 
them gluttony or fenfualiry at the fame lime. They aic fre- 
quently 
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<|uently taught to confider dangers, efpecially thofe who are 
old and ill-dreffed, as frightful beings, by whom they are in 
danger of being taken away : and thus they learn cowardice, 
diflike to ft rangers, difrefpett to old age, and an abhorrence 
of poverty and misfortune, as if thefc rendered a man the 
objeft, not of pity, but of deteftation. 

They are from time to time entertained with ftories of 
ghofts and other terrible things, which, they are told, appear 
in the dark ; and hence receive impreflions of terror which 
they find it difficult 10 get the better of, ev'en when they come 
to be men. They are flattered on account of their finely, 
and fo become fond of a gaudy outflde; a paliion which, if 
they do not fubdue it, will go near to make them ridiculous. 
When they begin to fpcak, they are encouraged to break a 
great deal ; and thus learn petulance, and want of reTpctt to 
their fuperiors. — They are fometimes threatened with dread- 
ful punilhments, and in the moft boifterous language; and by 
this example of ferocity and paflion are taught to be fierce 
and paflionate. At other times they are, without fufficient 
reafon, extravagantly cirefled, which, while it enervates their 
minds, conveys a notion that their parents ail capriciouflv, 
and that they may do fo too. — Their flighieft foibles and 
greateft faults are often blamed with equal feverity; and the 
moft trifling accomplilhment more warmly commended than 
a generous fentiment, or virtuous afirion. You may have 
heard them blamed more bitterly for making an awkward 
bow, than for telling a lie ; and praifed more I hr their danc- 
ing, than for alacrity in obeying their parents. Does not 
this abfurd conduft tend to poifon their principles, deprave 
their judgment, and even pervert their confidence ? 

What can cxcufe the parent, or teacher, who chaftifcs a 
child for a natural wcaknels of memory, or flownefs of ap- 
prehenfion ? Would it not be equally reafonahle to puniflt 
him becaufe Providence has given him a puny frame ol body, 
or fickly conftitution ? And what notions ofreflitude is a 
child likely to form, from feeing cruelty where there ought 
to be lenity, and from being punilhed becaufe he cannot do 
what is above his ffrength ? Many mote inftances might be 
given of parents and teachers, who really mean no harm, 
inuring children to vicious habits, and teaching them to form 
licentious opinions, in matters which the world in general 
conliders as of little moment. But very trivial matters call 
forth the paflions of a child ; and whatever does fo is of feri- 
pus importance, becaufe it mull give rife to virtuous or to 
criminal p lattice, and lend to lorm habits either good or 
evil. 

Let children be taught, as far as their capacity will admit, 
Jo iorm light opinions; to confider clothes, for example, as 

intended 
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$uid the enemy lakes care to, fill ihe hand with unexpected 
hufinefj. Ii> thaf, tiie excufe grows ftronger, and more plau- 
sible : But imift we ferve the (lave, and neg’eft the Lord of 
Glory ? O what hazards dp wc run, not only by preterring 
oilier things and bufinefs before Go», but by ntjglefling the 
full hour of the day, when we ate not fure ol a fecond ? 
For what is our life but a vapour, which roay difappear in a, 
moment ! 



Mr. Fletcher’s Pufloral Letters. 

To Mr. William Wase. 

Dear Brother. NemugJon, Feb. 1-8, 1777. 

M Y dear friend Mr. Ireland brought me, lad week, Sir 
.John Elliot, who is eftccmcd the greateft phyfician in 
London, in confumptivt* cafes. He gave hopes of my reco- 
very upon ufitig proper diet and means. I was bled yeftcr- 
day for the thin? time ; and tny old doflor thinks, by gentle 
evacuations and fpring herbs, to mend my juices. Be that 
a* it may, I calmly leave all tp God ; and ufe the means 
without milling in them. 1 am perfectly taken care ol by 
my kind friends, whom I recommend to your prayers, as 
well as myfelf. 

With refpeft to my foul, I calmly wait, in unlhakcn re- 
folution, for the full falvation of my God; ready to trull 
him, and to venture on his faithful love, and on the furc 
mercies of David, either at midnight, noon-day, or c«ck crow- 
tig : for my times are in his hand, and his time is bell, and is 
m\ time. Death has loll its fling ; and, I thank God, I know 
not what hurry of fpirit is, or unbelieving fears, under my 
moll terrilyiug fymptoms. Glory be to God in Chrift, lor 
this unfpeakable mercy ! Help me to praife him for it. 

You talk ol my “ lafl trials." I can hardly guefs what 

you mean, unlefs Mr. Ihould have raiftaken tears of holy 

lhame bclore God, and of humble love to my opponents, tor 
great trials ; but they only indicated fuch a trial, as I pray 
God to make me live and die in, — I mean a deep fenfe of 
my. uiiworthinefs, and of wliat I have fo often prayed lor, in 
thefe words, — 

“ I would be by myfelf abhorr'd, 

“ All glory be to Chrift my Lord.’* 

I thank you, however, for the comfort you adminiftcr to 
me upon, I fuppofc, Mr. -*s miftake. 

With 
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With refpeft to our intended rOom. I beg Mr. Mr. 

Lloyd, and you. feW to confult about it, and that Mr. Pahiftr 
would comraft for the whole. For my own part, > 
tribute tool, including 10I. 1 have had lor it p 1 M r - 
and tol- from Mr. Thornton, Give my 
friends and neighbours. 1 would mention all the. r d ^ 
but am firiaiy forbidden a longer eptftlc. Farewell m jelds. 

Y °P. r S. If the room cannot be completed for what I bge 
mentioned, and aol. more be wanting, Mr. 
much the royalty might come to, and tell him 1 would «[ p 0 
priatc it to tire building. 

To Mr. Michael Onions. 

My dear Brother, ^ aih > J ul >’ ' 777 - 

I Heartily thank von for your kind letter; and by you. I 
def.re to g.ve my belt thanks to the dear compantoits m 
tribulation whom you meet, and who fo kindly remember fo 
worthlefs and unprofitable a mintflcr as me. May the God 
of all grace and love, our common bather, and our all, bids 
you all, and all our brethren, with all blelfings {pmtua ; and 
with fuch temporal favouts, as will bell feivc the end ol yottr 

gr My VeT.S^ if I Ihould be fpared to minifler to you again, 
to do it with more humility, zeal, diligence, and love ; and 
to make more of you all than I have done. But as matters 
are, you mull take the will for the deed. Let us all pra.fe 
God for what is pall, and trull him for what is to come. 
The Lord enable you to cleave together to Chrift, and m 
him, to abide in one mind, driving together lor the hope ot 
the gofpcl, the fulnefs of the Spirit, and that kingdom ol 
riglucoufhefs peace, and joy m the Holy Ghoft, of which 
we have fo often difcourfed together, but into which we 
have not prelTed with fufficient ardour and violence. God 
give us the humble, violent faith, which inherits the nroimtc 
of ihe Father, that we may triumph in Chrift, and adorn Ins 
cofpel in life and death. , , . . f 

6 I hope to fee you bclore the Summer is ended, if it pleafe 
God to fpare me and give me llrength lor the journey. I 
am in fomc refpefts better than when I came here, and was 
enabled to bury a corpfe lafl Sunday, to oblige the mm.fter 
of t l ie parilh; but, whether it was that little exertion ot 
voice, or fomething elfc, bad fymptoms have re.urt.cd fines. 
Be that as it may, all is well ; lor he that does all things well, 
rules and over-rules all. 1 have flood the heats we have had 
thefe two days, better than I expctled. I defire you will 
help me to biefs the Author of all good, for this, and every 
oilier blclling of this life ; but above all for the lively hopes 
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of the next, and for Chrift our common hope, peice, joy, 
ynfdorn, rightcoufnefs, falvation, and a]!. In him I meet, 
love, and embrace you. God blcfs you all, and crown you 
with loving-kindnefs and tender mercy all the day long! I 
live, if you /land. Don't let me want the reviving cordial 
of hearing, that you Hand together firm in the faith, broken 
in humility, and rejoicing in the loving hope of the glory of 
God. Look much at Jefus. Blefs God much for the gift 
of his only begotten Son. Be much in private piayer. 

Forfake not the affcmbling yourfelves together in little com- 
panies, as well as in public. Walk in the fight of death and 
eternity ; and ever pray for your affedionate, but unworthy 
miniller, j. jr # 

To Mr. Thomas York and Daniel Edmunds. 

My dear Friends, Briilol, Nov. 1777. <1 ^ 

I Have received Mr. York’s kind letter, and am encouraged. 

by the fpirit of love and kindnefs which it breathes, as 
well as by your former ofTer of helping me off with my bur- 
dens, to beg you would fettle fome temporal affairs for me. 

The debt of gratitude I owe to a dying filler, who once 
took a very- long journey to fee me, when I was ill in Ger- . a 

many, and whom I juft (lopped from coming, laft winter, 
to Newington to nurfc me ; tnc unanimous advice of the phy- 
(icians, whom I have confulled, and the opportunity of tra- 
velling with ferious friends, have at laft determined me to re- 
move to a warmer climate. As it is doubtful, very doubtful, 
whether I (hall ho able to (land the journey ; and, if 1 do, 
whether I fhall be able to come back to England ; and, if I 
come back, whether I (hall be able to ferve my church, it it 
right to make what provifion I can, to have it properly ferv- 
ed while I live, and to fecure fome fpiritual afliflance to 
my ferious parilhioners when I (hall be no more. I have at- 
tempted to build a houfe in Madeley Wood, about the centre 
of the parifh, where I (hould be glad the children might be 
taught to read and write in the day, and the grown-up people 
might hear the word of God in the evening, when they can 
get an evangelifl to preach it to them ; and where the ferious 
people might affcmblc for focial worfliip when they have 
no teacher. 

This has involved me in fome difficulties about difeharging 
the expence of that building, and paying for the ground it 
(lands upon ; efpecially as my ill health has put me on the 
additional expence of an affiftant. If I had (Length, I would 
ferve my church alone, board as cheap as 1 could, and Cave 
what I could from 1 he produce of the Living to clear the 
debt, and leave that little token of my love, tree from en- 
cumbrances 
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eumbranccs to my parilhioners. But as Providence orders 
things otherwife, I have another objeft, which is to fecure 
a faithful miniller to ferve the church while I live. Provi- 
dence has fent me Mr. Greaves, who loves the people, and 
is loved by them. I (hould be glad to make him comforta- 
ble ; and as all the care of the flock, by my ilinefs, devolves 
upon him, I would not hefttale for a moment to let him have 
all the profit of the living, .if it were not for the debt con- 
tracted about the r ocm. My difficulty lies, then, between 
what I owe lo my fellow labourer, and what I owe to my 
patifliionets, whom I (hould be forry to have burdened with 
a debt contraftcd for the room. 

My agreement with Mr. Greaves was to allow him 40 
uincas a year, out of which I was to dedukl 12 for his board; 
ut as I cannot board him while 1 go abroad, I defign to al- 
low him, during mv abfence^ol. a year, together with the 
ufe of my houle, furniture, garden, and tny liorfc, if lie 
chufes 10 keep one ; referving the ufe of a room, and flail 
in the liable, to entertain the preachers who help us in their 
round ; not doubting but that the ferious people will gladly 
find them and their horfes proper neceffartes. But I know 
fo little what my income may come to, that I am not fure 
whether it will yield Mr. Greaves 50I. after paying all the 
expences of the living. Now, I beg that you will confult 
together and fee, whether the vicar’s income, i. e. tithes, &c. 

& c. will difeharge all the expences of the living, and leave 
a refidue fufficicnt to pay a (lipend of 50I. I except the 
royalty, which I have appropriated to the expence of the 
room. If it be, well ; it there be any furplus, let it be ap- 
plied to the room ; if there be any thing ihort, then Mr. 
Greaves may have the whole, and take his chance in that 
refpeft, as it will be only taking the vicar’s chance ; for I 
doubt, if fometimes, after necelfary charges defrayed, the 
vicars have had a clear 50I. 

I beg you will let me know how the balance of my ac- 
count Sands, that, fome way or other, I may order it to be 
paid immediately, for if the balance is agaitift me, I could 
not leave England comfortably without having fettled the 
payment. A letter will fettle this bulinefs, as well as if twcn- n 
ty fiiends were at the tiouble of taking a journey ; and talk- 
ing is tar worfe h r me than reading or writing. I do npt 
fay this to put a flight upon my dear friends. I (hould re- 
joice to fee them, if it was to anfwer any other end, than 
that of putting on a plaifter, to tear it off as foon as it flicks. 

Ten thoufand pardons of my dear friends, for troubling 
them with this fcrawl about worldly matters. May God help 
us all, fo to fettle our eternal concerns, that when we (ball 
be called to go to our long home and heavenly country, we 

may 
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may be ready, and have our acquittance along with us. I 
am quite tired with writing, neverthelcfs, I cannot lay by 
my pen, without defiring my bed Chriftian love to all rtty 
dear companions in tribulation and neighbours in Shropfhire. 
I heartily thank Daniel both as church-warden and as receiver 
and houfe-Aeward, and I beg Mr. York again to pay him 
a proper falary. I am in the bed bonds, your affe&ionate 
neighbour, friend, and minifler, J. F. 
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A Sea-faring man made his appearance. He was fur- 
rounded by multitudes of perfons, who perfected him 
with interrogatories. This perfon was the captain of a 
(hip in the Negro-trade. From the converfation which 
palled between the Captain and thofe who furrounded hint, I 
difeovered, that the cruelties incidental to the Slave-trade, 
were not confined to the unhappy Negroes ; hut affetted alfo 
the inllruments who carried it on. The Captain belorc 
me had gone out mate : the crew had been thirty, of whom 
only three returned. 

He had a long fcroll in his hand. It was a lid of the 
original crew. “ Where is my daddy ?” afked an infant. 
tkad. “ Mv hufband ?” inquired a matron. Dead. “ My 
brother ?” interrogated a girl. Dead. In this manner he 
ran through the lid. One had died of a fever. Another 
had been murdered on ibore. Several had been killed by 
Haves who had mutinied. 

When the friends of the dcceafed had retired, the captain 
gave his employers an account of his voyage. Three Ihips 
had gone out together. They had each taken in their quantity 
of flaves, when a hard gale drove two of them on Ihoie. One 
was boarded by the Negroes, and the crew madacred. On 
board the other, a fimilar attempt was made by the Negroes 
in the hold. But the Whites having got command of the 
fmall arms, fired into the hold, and made dreadful (laughter. 
Thus circumltanced, one of the Negroes, who had difeovered 
where the powder lay, rulhed into the room, fet fire to a 
powder-barrel, and blew the veffel to pieces. 

The captain ran over thefe occurrences of horror with a 
ftoical calmnefs : but it was no; fo with his employers : they 
frequently interrupted his detail with imprecations againfl. the 
damned Blacks. 

And why is this cruelty praftifed ? That we may have 
Sugar to iweeten tea, which debilitates us : Rum to make 
punch, to intoxicate us : And Indigo, to dye our clothes. 
In Ihort, myriads are made wretched : nations are dragged 
into flavery : to fupply the luxuries of their fellow-creatures ! 

Continuation 
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Continuation of Dr. Coke’s Journal through the 
West India Iflands. 

[From Page 549, Vol. XVI.] 

O N the 22d of March, 1793, I fet fail, in the Duke of 
Cumberland Packet, from the Hland of Barbadoes for 
Kirtgfton in Jamaica. A French Count, an F.nglilh Officer, 
and myfelf, were the Paffengers. The Count was a very 
pleaftng man, and, like his countrymen in general, all life 
and fpirit, even in the midfl of misfortunes. He informed 
us that he had been a Member of the AfTembly of the States 
General in France, and confequently of the fir ft National 
Affembly ; but his fervent Loyalty for the King obliged him 
to fly to F.ngland ; and his cllatcs in France, which were 
confidcrable, were confifcated. He had two eftates in St. 
Domingo, and was going to Jamaica in hopes of procuring 
fome information concerning them. But he was dreadfully 
frightened when he came within fight of Hifpaniola, and could 
neither cat, drink nor fleep, for fear of being taken by a 
French frigate or privateer. At our firft meal on board, he 
turned round to me, and with all the pathos ol the French- 
man, cried out, “ Sir, they have murdered my King ! ” Then 
he addrefled the company and faid, “ I beg your pardon that 
I have been born a Frenchman ! ’* 

When we were near the Ifland of St. Vincent’s, which lay 
in our way to Jamaica, the Englifh Officer defired to be fet 
on (hore, in order to fee a friend, to which the mafter of 
the packet, John Long, immediately confented ; I cameAlv 
imreated the fame favour, but the furly man refufed, although 
tlie boat was along fide our veffel, and I was deprived of the 
opportunity of taking another farewell of my friends in the 
Ifland. 

On the 29th, we arrived at Kingfton, with the news of 
war. Our Society in this town is fmall, in proportion to the 
fize of the place. It hardly exceeds 200: many of them, 
however, are much devoted to God. We have alfo fome 
Local Preachers here, both among the Whites and Blacks, 
who promile to be ufelul. Mr. Forzbrook, a Merchant’s 
Clerk, (whofe mother was a member of our Society in Caftle- 
Dunnington, Leieefterlhire,) is well qualified to be a Travel- 
ling Preacher. I hope, the impediments which his prcfent 
fnitalioii throws in his way, will foon be removed. Mr. 
Guirey, alfo, a young man from America, is, I believe, a 
tolerable Exhortet : his Father had been a refpeffable Merchant 
in Philadelphia, but met with misfortunes in life, which the 
greatell integrity, and moff genuine piety, could not prevent. 
O how difficult is it, and ye( how comfortable, to believe that 

“ all 
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“ all things work together for our good:” Mr. Guirev, the 
Father, did thus believe ; and though reduced from affluence 
to a low efhtc, continued to trull fully in the Lord. 

Young Mr. Guirey arrived lately from Cape Francois, the 
Capital of the French part of the Ifland of HifpamoU Soon 
after he landed at Cape Francois, he was informed, that, being 
an American, he might fafely vifit the Negro-Army, He 
accordingly went ; and, being furrounded by a body of troops, 
was brought before the General. The General was a Sam- 
boy, i. e. the offspring of a Mulatto and a Black, with whom 
he dined. Several of the General Officers dined with him : 
anti when one of them, whofc face appeared perfeCUy black, 
accidentally opened his bread, Mr. Guirey jull obferved that 
the fkin was white : fo that his face muff have been painted. 
The deferiptior. which Mr. Guirey gave of the ftate ot the 
Country was dreadful indeed. The whole feemed to be ut- 
terly laid waffe. When the Canc-grounds were fet on fire, 
many of ihe Planters were feized by the Negro Soldiers, 
and thrown into the fire, and burnt alive. Indeed, the de- 
ttniMion of property, and lofs’ot lives, is liardly to be 
deferibed. 

And is it to be wondered at ? For Mr. Guirey informed 
me, that the inhabitants of Cape Francois were arrived at 
fuch a height of wickednefs, that Fornication was Ircqfuently 
jwadifed in the comers of the ffreets, and in the open day, 
wuhout the leafl infamy attending it. Agreeable to this ac- 
count, was that of a Counfellor in the I Hand of Tortola, 
who had received his education at Brazen-Nofe College in 
Oxlord, and had taken the Degree of Do&or of Civil Law in 
that Univerfity. This Gentleman had refided for a few years 
at Cape Francois, and informed me, that Father and Daugh- 
ter were frequently known to live together in an inccftuous 
manner ; and yet not the leaft cognizance was taken of it by 
the ruling powers. Is it furprizing that God Ihould fo fig- 
npUy judge fuch a people as this ? 

On Monday, April i, I fet off with Mr. Fifh and Mr. 
Guirey, for Montigo-Bay, in order to improve the opening, 
which I was favoured with about two years ago. After 
riding in the heat of the fun lor a whole day, we came to a 
place called Old Harbour. When we entered the inn, I 

f crceived that I had never been there before. On enquiry, 
found that we had got to the very oppofite fide of the 
Ifland to what we intended ; that we had travelled leeward, 
initead of windward However, from the Landlady’s ac- 
count, and from a map of the Ifland, it appeared, that wc 
liad loll nothing ; it being impoffiblc to go through the 
Ifland in a direct line, on account of the fteep and lofty 
Mountains ; and wc only took one Gde of it inflead of the 

other* 
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Other. And that if we croffed one high Mountain called 
May-Hill, we fhould have no more to travel one way than 
the other. The next morning Mr. Filli complained of a 
violent head-ach i and, as he had fume time ago a feafoning 
fever, I begged of him to return, left he ihould fuffer a 
relapfei 

After travelling a few miles we came between the high 
mountains, and began to enjoy the romantic profpefts, with 
which Jamaica abounds. On our journey, Mr. Guirey 
gave me the following account of a pcrfecution which hap- 
pened about twelve months before, at Salem, in the ftate of 
New Jerfeyi 

“ A mob were, fevcral times, very riotous in our Chapel : 
but on application to the magillratcs, we obtained effeftua! re- 
lief; which has been univerfally and invariably the cafe in 
the flates of America. The rioters not being able to difturb 
us, took another method of injuring the caufc of Chrift. 
They aflembled in a place of their own, and ailed Love- 
feafts. Band-meetings, Clafs-mcetings, &c. to the great en- 
tertainment of their profane auditors. One night, when they 
were performing a public Band-meeting, a young woman 
flood up on a beach to profefs her experience : and after 
fpeaking fcveral things which commanded the mirth of the 
aflembly, Ihe cried out, (at the fame time beating her breaff,) 
“ Glory be to God , I have found peace , and am JandiJied, and 
am, now jit to die As foon as Ihe had uttered thefe 
words, (he dropt down dead upon the fpot, to the inexpref- 
flble terror of the whole company, which immediately broke 
up, and they ftole away in the greateft conllernation, except 
a few who remained with the corpfc. The perfccution im- 
mediate!)' ceafcd ; and not a tongue moved afterwards againil 
the Gofpel, or its Friends.” 

After travelling through a champaign Country, our views, 
near fun-fet, were extraordinary romantic. The hanging 
rocks and trees formed a moft grotefquc and awful appear- 
ance. All the rocks were white, and fo perforated, that 
they feemed like iminenfe heaps of white mols. About fun. 
fet we arrived at a folitary inn in the midft of the mountains, 
after riding thirty miles in the heat of the day ; and made 
our dinner and flipper at one meal. The place was called 
the Green-Ponds. Next morning before fun-rife, we began to 
afeend May-hill, a vaft, fteep mountain, and about eleven 
o’clock, gained the fummit, . which contained a few fquare 
miles of ground. Here wc found a tavern, at which we 
breakfafled : and on inquiring the name of the Parilh (Eli- 
zabeth Parifh) I recollected that the little handful of Mora- 
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vian Brethren who refide in this Ifland, could not be far de- 
tain from me. My Landlord confirmed my ideas, and in- 
formed me that we could eafilv reach the houfe of Mr. An- 
gel, one of the Brethren, by night. I then remembered that 
Mr. Angel was Brother-in-law of Mr. Jofeph Bradford, one 
of our Travelling Preachers. When we arrived at Mr. An- 
gel’s, it was juft dark : but he was from home, and the chief 
perfon in his ftorehoufc informed us, that five miles further 
was the fcttlcmcnt of the Brethren, where we fhould meet 
with a hofpitahle reception. As Mr. Angel’s houfe was a 
large one, I felt it unkind to be feat five miles through the 
dews of the night, which very few of the Planters through 
that whole Archipelago would, 1 believe, have done. I 
therefore hired a guide, who brought us to the place. Mr. 
Lifi’cr and Mr. Bowen the Minifters, together with their 
wives, received us with the utmoft coqrtefy ; and here, in- 
deed, we found our fclves at home. O how comfortable is 
it, in a country where fo little even of the form of refigiqn 
cxills, to meet with pious perfons, of congenial fpirits with 
ourfelvcs ! The kindnefs and attention of this fimple-hcart- 
ed family, made ample amends for our dark and dewy ride. 
With them we could fwceily fpcak .and fing of the Love qf 
Jcfus ; and our Lord was truly prefent, both in converfation, 
and in prayer. After an early breakfaft, thefc loving people 
conveyed us one ft age in their one horfe chair, whitft the 
guide they had provided, brought our horfes. May our com- 
mon Lord and Saviour reward them ! 

When we arrived at thp end of our ftage, we found that 
wc (hould be obliged to erofs a great number of Cattlc-penns 
and plantations, and lltould meet with no more inns tiil we 
reached Montigo-Bay. We accordingly fet off acrofs the 
Country, and arrived about noon on a Plantation, of which 
Mr. Leard, a Scotchman, is the Manager. This Gentle- 
man received us with the greateft civility and politenefs ; 
but we had not been here long, before the rains poured 
down like torrents, and we were thankful to Divine Provi- 
dence, and the Mailer of the Houfp, for this comfortable 
afylum. Next morning I was favoured with the company of 
Mr. Lcard, and two or three of lire principal men of the 
Iiland, for fifteen tqilcs. One of the Centleipen, who had 
an elegant faddlp-horfe as well as a phsgion, perceived that I 
was a little fatigued with the heat, and infilled on my riding 
in his phaeton molj part of the way, whilll he rode on horfe- 
back. The Gentlemen at parting, advifed us, by all means 
to flop as fopn as pollible, and to left for the remainder of 
the day, left too \ iolent excrcife might bring on an inflam- 
mation of the blood ; and gave me kava to ufe their names 

at 
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M the perms and plantations. The fir ft at which we called, 
the Gentleman was not at home; and w- were refufed ad- 
mittance. This w.is the firil mlfance of the kind I ever met 
faith ; vet, probably, the MaPer of the Houfe, would have 
received us cheerfully : for there are n > then I have ever 
been acquainted with, more generous arid hofpitahle to flran- 
gers, than the Weft-lndia Planters. We then retired to 
home dtllftnce from the houfe, and fat down on the gtafs to 
reft ourfelvcs, wbiift bur hotfes were cropping the herbage 
around ns: From tfrehce we went to a plantation called the 

Stint Rivers; Mr. Price, the Manager, whom I found to be 
my Countryman, gave us a hearty welcome. Being now 
refreftted, we proceeded on our journey, and catne to a 
plantation called Montpellier, where we abode for the 
night. 

Next mornirig, April the 5th. we fet off at day-hreak, 
and breakfafted in Montego-Bav. Immediately after I call- 
ed tipon my bid acquaintance Mr. Brown, the Proprietor of 
the Afferubly-room, who again gencroufly gave rite the free 
life of it. The next bufinefs was to fend a Meftenger round 
the town from houfe to houfe, to give notice of my Preaching 
in the evening, in confequencc of which I had a very coh- 
fiderable congregation. After 1 had enforced: on the audi- 
ence tiie great truths of Chriftianity, a company of rakes, 
with a printer, whofc name was T. at their head, kept up 
a loud clapping of hands for a ronfulerable^ time: 1 then 

withdrew into Mr. Brown’s Dwelling-houfe : but my com- 
panion Mr. Guirey loft me, and going out of the roi$m into 
tlie ftreet, was inftantly (unrounded by the rakes, who IKout- 
ed, aiid fwore they would firft begin with the fervant ; on 
which an officer of the army drew his fword, and ftrctchihg 
it forth, declared he would run it through 1 lie body of any 
one wlio dared to touch the young man ; oh which they all 
flunk back, and withdrew. 

Next morning I went to Church, and in the afternoon 
preached to a ftnall, but deeply attentive, congregation in the 
Allcrnl ly-room, from 1 John v. 12. “ He that hatluhe Son, 
hatli life/’ and all was peace. 

Having no engagement to dine, I went to the ordinary. 
Where a gentleman took me afide into another room. After 
many apologies, and exprefling his great regard for me, he 
intimated that be was an admucr of the Writings of Baron 
Swedenburgh. He likewife informed me, that a plot was 
laid, and intended to be put in execution againil me, at the 
Allembly-room in the evening, and that powder was to he 
plied. He therefore advifed me to give up all thoughts of 
preaching* X thanked him for his well-meant advice, and 
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tender feelines on my account ,• but ohferved, that I was in 
the way of duty, anil if my great Mailer was pleafed to take 
me to himfclf that evening by the violen t- of wicked men, 
or in any other way, I was perfe&jy fatisfied ; well knowing 
that it was cafy for liim to raife a far better inflrument than I 
was, for his gracious purpofes ; and that, thro’ the divine 
afliflancc, I fhould endeavour to preach at the time appoint- 
ed. The evening came, and a crowded congregation attend- 
ed. At the beginning of the fervice Mr. T. began to be 
noify, on which one of the Magi Urates of the town who was 
prefent, Hepped up to him, and fpoke fuch flrong and autho- 
ritative words, that Mr. T. and his crew thought proper to 
be fijetu from that time. 

Mr. Mountague and fevcral other Gentlemen fliewed me 
much refpefi, during my Ihort refidence in this town. Se- 
veral of the Negroes were ^wakened by my public Miniflry, 
and by calling upon them in their houles ; and I might have 
formed a Clafs of camell Peeking fouls. I know, through 
the Grace of God, I was an inflrument of good. O how 
wondei fully gracious is he, how infinitely condefcending, in 
Hooping to ufe fo unworthy an inflrument for his own gveat 
Glory, and the falvation of fouls ! 

[To be concluded in &ur next.] 


The Unfeeling FATHER. 

“ T'VOES nature refufe to plead for me,” (faid his daugh- 
±J *cr kneeling before him) “or does flic plead in vain ?’* 
“ You broke the facred bonds of nature,” faid the old man, 
when you left a father’s fond protefclion, and a mother’s ten- 
dcr care, to purfue ihe fortune of the only man on earth, 
whom they detefled.’’ “ A heavenly Father,” exclaimed 
“ the daughter, forgives the fins of his children : and (hall 
" an earthly parent deny the charitable boon a repentant 
" child demands of him ?” “ To that heavenly Father, 

then, replied he, “ I recommend you ; my doors are no lon- 
ger open to receive you ; I have made a vow which fiiall 
never be broken. Let the friends of your hulhand protect 
his darling : you are mine no more.” “ But thefc children, 
“ Sir : Alas ! what have they done ? Leave me to the cruel 
** Fate which awaits me ; but fuffer not them to perilh.” 

“ They arc none of mine,” faid the flern parent ; “ I 
will never prefs them in my arms : they flrall never fit upon 
my knees. I will toiler no more ingratitude. Let him, who 
begot them, take the fnade and mattock, and get them bread. 
No office is beneath the affettion of a parent, when children 
have not been ungrateful ; 1 am your’s no more.” 

This 
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This was the fatal dialogue between the father and the 
daughter in the porch of his houfe ; for Ihe was admitted no 
further. He Ihut the door againft her ; and retired to his 
chamber. The wind blew, and the rain beat hard, and flic 
dared not encounter the tempeft : fhe remained in the porch, 
preflcd her fhivering babes to her bofom, and hoped that 
the morning’s dawn would bring mercy along with it. But, 
when the morning dawned, (he was no more ! The fervants 
found her a clay -cold corpfe, and the two children weeping 
befide ii. 

When the father was called to fee the fpeflacle, he funk 
down on the floor ; life, indeed, returned ; but peace aban- 
doned him for ever. He loves the children ; but fays, Hea- 
ven in all its flores of mercies, has not one for him. 
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POETRY. 

A HYMN tor EVENING. 

T H E heam-repe]ling mills arife, 

And evening fpreads obfeurer fkies ; 
The twilight will the night forerun, 

And night itfelf be foon begun. 

Upon thy knees devoutly bow. 

And pray the Lord of Glory, now, 

To fill thy breaft ; or deadly fin 
May caufe a darker night within. 

And whether pleafing vapours rife. 

Which gently dim the ciofing eyes. 

And mike the weary members blefs’d. 

With fweet refrefhmcnt in their reft ; 

Or whether fpirits in the brain, 

Difpel their foft embrace again. 

And on my watchful bed I flay, 

Forfook by fleep, and waiting day; 

Be God for ev er in my view 
And never he forfake me too ; 

But flill, as day concludes in night 
To break again with new born light. 

His wond’rous bounty let me find 
With flill a more enlighten’d mind. 

When grace and love in one agree, 

G race from God, and love from me ; 

Grace that will from heaven infpire ; 

Love that feals it in defire ; 

Grace and love that mingle beams. 

And fill me with cncreafing flames. 

Thou that, haft thy palace far 
Above the mcon and every ftar ; 


Thau 
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as to convey ju-fl apprehetifions o.f.lliem, the re ore they -have 
a u tuicKcv to move tl;w affections flic tetter. 

,3. IL true Vcliciqn tie5> much in the afFc&ions, what ratify 
Fi tv e "We to be amahied, that we arc ho more ii'tfcitccl with cite 
greli't ‘things 6f 'Teligion'! 

Ciocl has given to us' a^Tc’flitfns, To r the fame purpofc winch 
he has given afl our faculties, viz. that they might be fubfcV- 
Vicn't to religion : and yet how common is it among mankind, 
Yhah their affections are much more exercifed in other matters, 
‘than in the tilings belonging to their everl.ifling peace. How 
j nferifi blc aieiuofl men, a*l)6tit another world ! I low dull are 
‘their WfTcfiiohs ! How cold their love, languid their defires, 
and fmall therr gratitude ! How can they fit. knd hear of the 
infinite height and depth, length and breadth of the love of 
(»oi iii 'Clfrifl Jefu«, and yet be cold, heavy, and infenfiftle ! 
Where 'arc the exereffes of our affeQ ions proper, if not here ? 
What is it that does not require them ? Can an)' thing be fed 
in our view greater and more important ? 

I f <ve ought ever to exe'rcife our afle&ions at all, they ought 
to he exercifed about thofe objects which are moft worthy ot 
them. Bi/t is there any thing, which men can find in heaven 
or earth, fo worthy ‘to be the objects of their admiration and 
love, their earned and longing defires, their hope and their 
Rejoicing, and their fervent zeal, as thofe things that are held 
forth to us in the gofpel of Jefus Chrtfl ? God has fo dff- 
pofed things, in his glorious difpenfations, revealed to tts in 
Vhc gofpel, as though every thing was contrived to .have the 
g reared poffihle tendency-, to reach our hearts in the moft ten- 
der part, and move our afTeflions moft fenfibly. How gi eat 
cauie Ihct'efore hove we to be humbled to the dull, that w$ 
are no pore affpCted ! 

Mr. Fletcher’s Pailoral Letters. 

To tins Rev. Mr. Or* av£s. 

My dear Fellow- Labourer, Nyon, Sept., 1,5th, 17 ho. 


My dear Fellow- Labourer, Nyon, Sept., 1,5th, 17 ho. 

1 11yd fixed the time of my departure lor this month ; but 
now two hindrances Hand in my way. When I came to 
•CoHetil the parts of rny ttiSnufcript, I found the moft eonfider- 
able part wanting; and, after a thoufand learchcs, 1 was 
obliged to write it over again. This accident obliged nte to 
cut ofT my journey ; and now the change of weather has 
brought back fotne iymptoms ol my diftmlcr. 1 fpeak, or 
rather, whilper with diflu ulty ; but 1 hope the quantity of 
■gritpes 1 begin 10 cAt will have as good an efleft upon nte, as 
in the la.it two autumns. Have patience then a hale while. 

If 
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If things arc not as you couid~wiih, you can. do, but as I have 
done for many years — Lam patience by the thii^s ukuh, yon, 
/'offer. Crolling our will, getting the better of our own in- 
clinations, and growing in experience, ate no mean advan- 
tages ; and they may all be yours. Mr. Ireland writes me 
word, that if J . return to England now, the winter will undo 
all I have been doing, for my health for many years. How- 
ever, I have not quite laid by the defign of fperiding the win- 
ter w-ith you ; but don’t expect me till you fee, me. I am. 
ncverthelefs, firunly purpofed, that if I do not fet out this 
autumn, I lhall do fo next fpyng, as early, as I can. 

Till I had this relapfe, I was able, thank God, to exhort in 
a private room three times a week: but the Loid Lieutenant, 
will notallow me to get inn. a. pulpit, though they pcuuit 
the fehool-inaftcrs, who are laymen, to put on a baud and 
read the church prayers ; fo high runs the prejudice. The 
clergy, however, tell me, that if I. will renounce my ordina- 
tion, and. get pielbytciiap orders among thpni, - they will al- 
low me to preach : and, on thefe terms, one of the miniflets 
of this town offers me his curacy. A young Clergyman of 
Geneva, tutor to my nephew, appears o . me a truly convert- 
ed man ; and he is fo plealed when 1 tell him, there are 
converted fouls iu England, that he will go. over with me to 
learn Englilh, and convyrfe with the Briliih CFrifli,ins. He 
wrote tail furamer with, luch force to fpme of the clergy,, who 
were ftirring up the fire of pcrfecuupn, that lip made them 
aihamed, and we havc fmcc had peace from dial quarter. 

There is little genuine piety in thefe parts ; neverthclefs, 
there is yet. fume of .the form of it : fo-far, as. to go to the 
Lord’s table regularly four times a year. There meet the 
adultcreis, the drunkards, the fweurers, the infidels, and oven 
the materialifts. They have no idea .of the double daintiaj jon 
that awaits hypocrites. .They look upon partaking that lacra- 
ment, as a ceremony enjoyed liy the magiilrate. At Zurich, 
the firll town of this country, thyy have lately Mieatled a 
clergyman, who wanted to betray his country to the Emperqr, 
to whom it chiefly belonged. It is the town of the great re- 
former Zuinglius ; yet there they poifoned t!ie LcrimcmaJ 
wine a lew years ago. Tell it not in Gatlv ! I mention tins 
to fhew you there is occasion and great- need to bcav*a tt- Hi- 
tnony again fi the faults of the clergy here ; and if I cannot 
do it from the pulpit, I mull tty to do it from-ihe piefs. 
Their canons, which were computed by 230 pallors, ah the 
time of the reformation, are fo fpuitual and ap.dfoliek, 
that I defign to tranflate them into Englilb, if 1 am lpared. 

Fare weft, my dear brother. Take dare, good; con It ant 
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care of the flock committed to vour charge ; efpecially, the 
Tick and the young. Salute all our dear pari Ihioners. Let 
me flill have a part in your prayers publick and private ; and 
rejoice in the Lord, as, through grace, 1 am enabled to Ho 
in all my little tribulations. I am your affectionate friend 
and fellow-labourer, j. j. 

To the Societies in and about Madeley. 

Nyon, Sept. jr,th. 1780. 

G RACE and peace, truth and love be multiplied unto you 
all. Stand fall in the Lord ray dear brethren. Stand 
fall to Jefus ; ftand fail to one another ; Hand lull to the 
vow we have fo often renewed together upon our knees and at 
the Lord’s table. Relolvc to fave yourfelves altogether. 
Don’t be fo unloving, fo cowardly, as to let one of vour 
hale company fall into the hands of the world and the De- 
vil : and agree to crucify the body of fin altogether. 

I am flill in a flrait between the work, which Providence 
cuts out for me here, and the love which draws me to you. 
When I (hall have the pleafure of feeing you, let it not be 
embittered by the forrow of finding any of you half-hearted 
and lukewarm. Let me find you all flrong in the Lord, and 
inercafcd in humble love. Salute from me all that followed 
with us fifteen years ago. Care flill for your old brethren. 
Let there be no Cain among you, no Elau, no Lot’s wife. 
Let the love of David and Jonathan, heightened by that 
of Martha, Mary, Lazarus, and our Lord, Ihirie in all your 
thoughts, your tempers, your words, your looks, and your 
actions. If you love one another, vour little meetings will 
be a renewed feaft ; and the God of Iqve, who is peculiarly 
prefent where two nr three are gathered together, in the name 
of Jefus, and in the fpirit of love, will abundantly blefs 
you. Bear me Hill upon your hearts in prayer, as I do you 
upon mine; and rejoice with me, that the Ixird, who 
made, redeemed, and comforts us, bears us all upon his 
Heart. 1 am yours in him, J. F. 

To Mr. John Owen. Nyon, Feb. 14th, 1781. 

1 Thank you, my dear Brother, for your kind lines. I 
hope you help both Mr. Greaves and the preachers, to 
llir up the people in my parifh. Be much in prayer. Strength- 
en the things that remain and arc ready to die. I hope vou 
take counfcl with M. O. Mrs. Palmer, and M. Cartwright, 
about the moll efleflual means to recover the backllidcrs ; and 
to keep together to Chrift and to each other thofe who Hill 
hold their Ihield. Salute them kindly from me, and tell them, 
that 1 hope they will give me a good account of their little 
companies, and of themfelvcs. If 
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The Prostitute. 


A Fragment. 
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IF I were not a minifter, I would he a fchool-malter, to 
have the pleafure of bringing up children in the fear of the 
Lord : that pleafure is yours ; rclifh it, and it will comfort 
and ftrengthen you in your work. The joy of the Lord, 
and of chaftity is our flrength. Salute the children from me,, 
and tell them, 1 long to Thew them the way to happinefs 
and heaven. Pray have you mattered the fliffnefs and Ihyuefs 
of your temper ? Chanty gives a mccknefs, an affability, a 
child like ftmplieity, and opennefs, which nature has denied 
you, that grace might have all the honour of it. Let me 
find you filming by thefe viitues, and you will revive me 
much. God blefs your labour among the flieep and the 
Iambs. I need not tell you to remember me to your friends, 
not excepting your brother in law, your filler, and your 
niece Sally ; to "wliofe friendlhip 1 recommend my god-daugh- 
ter Patty Cartwright. Go to James Hinkfman, give him 
my love, and alk his for me and his old brethren. Give the 
fame commiffion to T. Fennel and Nelly with refpett to Sa- 
muel Stretton and his wife ; likewife to Serjeant Lees with 
refpeft to his brother Thomas ; and to I. Tranter, T. Banks, 
and T. Pool with rcfpcfct to their friends about them. Re- 
member me to all friends. 1 am yours affeftionately, J. F. 

P. S. Read the following note to all that fear God, and 
love Jefus and each other, aflembling in Madeley church. 


My dear Brethren, 

My heart leaps with joy at the thought of com mg to fee 
you, and blefs the Lord witli you. Let us not flay to praife 
him till wc fee each other. Let us fee him in his Son, in 
his word, in his works, and in all the members of Chrift* 
How flow will poll horfes go, in comparifon of love ! 

“ Quick as feiaphick flames we move, 

“ To. reign with Chrift in endlefs day.” 


Meet me, as I do you — in fpirit ; and we lhall not flay till 
April or May to blefs God together : Now will be the time 
of union and love. 


The Prostitute. A Fragment. 

“ T have neither cat nor drank for two days : nor have I 
“ JL laid my head upon a pillow lor a week and I anj 
“ drenched with the fnow, which falls upon my almoft 
“ naked body : — my limbs arc almoft numbed with cold; 
“ O iclm'e me, for Heaven's fake !” Thcfc word*, refpi- 
rated with tremulous found and broken accent, clofed with a 
XVII. Feb. 1794. figh 
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ju 8 A -Letter from Mr. F. HALLerr. 

Mr. D. apprehending to be ol a malignant nature, fent for a 
phvfician. Mr. Bilhop, though not confcious of the violence 
of his diforder, faid to one of our friends, “I am ready to 
“ go to Heaven.” He earneflly exhorted all who came near 
him ; appeared entirely dead to the things of this world, and 
hud a glorious prof] .eft of a blefiecl Eternity. His diforder 
continuing to incicale, it was thought expedient to have a 
confultatiun of phylicians ; accordingly, two more of the moll 
eminent of tire faculty were called in: But it was not in the 
power of medicines to afford, him relief ; his work, was 
finifhed on Earth ; and on the 16th of June, the Lord was 
pleafed to receive his departing, fpirit. All who kitew him, 
cannot but acknowledge, that he was uniformly pious. His 
zeal" for lire Truth was unbounded ; lie had his convention 
in Heaven, and walked humbly and elofely with God. O 
what a Friend ! what a Brother., have I loll ! I have learned 
many ufeful leffons from him, and am determined, through 
Grace, to praftife what I have been taught. In the rnitill 
of aflliftion the Lord has mercifully upheld me, and through 
his afliltancc I yft Hand. 

I believe the Spirit of God is Hill with us, and indeed I 
can, in fome good degree, fpeak poffttively. The meetings 
are continued* at the chapel, by two or thiee of us who met 
in. clafs with Mf. Bilhop ; and on thofc evenings we ufed to 
have preaching, I generally read one of Mr. Weflcy’s fer- 
mons. There were 109 in fociety ; but fome of them be- 
longed to the Black Corps ftationed here, and are now failed 
with the expedition againll Martinico; and as that bufinefs 
Las failed, I am informed they are to he ftationed at Do- 
minico': where, 1 fear, they wilf not enjoy the privilege of 
heating the Word ; thuc being no Preachers oh that Illand. 
1 humbly hope, that the Lord will blefs us with another 
Prcachet, and that many fouls will be brought to an acquain- 
tance with our God. ” Mr. Dent has taken Mr. Bilhop’s 
alfaiFS into his hands ; and l am confident that nothing will 
be- wanting on his part. He preached . Mr. Bilhop’s luncral 
letmon in the chapel, from Rev. xiv.13. Tins Illand; 
and Dominico, have been vilited with a fevere affliction, 
which has carried off numbers, both rioh aud poor: among 
the tell we have to lament the death of the honourable 
\V.i ilium Smith, a Member of Council, and a fincere Friend 
of Mr. Bilhop. That the Lord may blefs all your labours. 
tOithe advancement of his kingdom in the fouls of men, fhall 
be. the conllant prayer of your very obedient . fervant, 

Francis Hallett. 
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Letter from Mr. Fletcher, to Mr, John Wcfley, 

Rev. Sir, Tern, Nov. 24, 1756. 

A S I look upon you as my fpiritual guide, and cannot 
doubt of your patience to hear, and your experience to 
anfwer a queftion, propofed by one of your people, I freely 
lay my calc before you. 

Since the firlt time I began to feel the love of God fhed 
abroad in my foul, which was, I think, at feven years of age, 

I refolved to give myfclf up to him, and to the fervice of 
his Church, it ever I was fit for it; but, the corruption which 
is in the world, and that which was in my heart, loon weaken- • 
ed, if nor erafed thofe firll clia rafters, which grace had writ- 
ten upon it. However, 1 went through my Audies, with a 
defign of going into orders ; but afterwards, upon ferious re- 
fleftion, feeling I was unequal to fo great a burden, and 
difgulled by the neceffuy I mould be under to fubl'cribe the 
doftiine of Predcilination, I yielded to the defire of my 
friends, who would have me to go into the army: but juft 
before I was quite engaged in a military employment, I met 
with fuch difappointments as occalioned my coining to Eng. 
land. Here I was called outwardly three times to go into 
orders ; but upon praying to God, that if thofe calls were 
not from him, they might come to nothing, fomething always 
blafted the defigits of my friends ; and in this, I have often 
admired the goodnefs of God, who prevented my rulhtng 
into that important employment, as the horfe into me battle. 

I never was more thankful for this favour, than (luce I heard 
the gofpel in its purity. Before I had been afraid, but then 
I trembled to meddle with holy 'things; "and refolved to work 
out tny feivation privately, without engaging in a way of life, 
which required fo much more grace and gifts, than I was 
confcious I poffeffed ; yet, from time to time, I felt warm 
and ftrong defires, to call inyfeff and my inability on the Lord, 
if I ftionld be called any more, knowing that he could help 
me, and Ihew his strength in my weaknefs : and thefe defires 
were increafed, by fome little fuceefs, which attended my ex- 
hortations and fetters to my friends. 

I think it neeeffary to let you know, Sir, that my patron 
often deft red me to take orders, and faid, he wotila f#on 
help me to a living ; to which I coldly anfwered, I was not 
fit, and that beiides, I did not know how to get a title. The 
thing was in that Hate, when about fix weeks ago, a gentle- 
man, I hardly knew, offered me a jiving, which, in ail pro- 
bability, will be vaednt loon ; and a clergyman, I never fpoke 
to, gave me of his own accoid, the title of curate to one of 







his livings. Now, Sir, the queftion, which I beg you to de- 
cide is, Whether, 1 mult and can make ufe of that title to 
get into orders ? For, with refpeCl to the living, were it va- 
cant, I have no mind to it ; becaufe, I think, I could preach 
with more fruit in my native country, and in my own tongue. 

I am in fufpence : on one fide, my heart tells me, I mull 
Jry, and it tells me fo, whenever I feel any degree of the 
love ol God and man ; on the other, when 1 examine, whe- 
ther 1 am fit for it, I fo plainly fee my want of gilts, and 
efpecially, of that foul of all the labours of a minifter, — love , 
continual , umverfal, filming love, that my confidence difap. 
pears ; I accufe myleif of pride to dare to entertain the defire, 
of fupporung one day the ark of God, and conclude, that an 
extraordinary punifhment will, fooner or later, overtake ray 
rafiinefs. As I am in both of thefe frames fuccefitvely, I mull 
own. Sir, I do not fee which of thefe two ways before me, I 
can take with fafety; and I (hall gladly be ruled by you ; be- 
caufc, I truft, God will direft you in giving me the advice, 
you think will bell conduce to his glory, which is the only 
thing I would have in view in this affair. I know how pre- 
cious your time is, and delire no long anfwer, — perfijl, or 
forbear , will fatisfy and influence, Rev. Sir, your unworthy 
Jervant, 

J. F. 

POETRY. 

The Country Fellows, and the Ass. 

A FABLE. 

Spoken at the breaking up of the Frce-Grammar 
School, in Manchefter. 

A Country Fellow', and his Son, they telj 
** lu modern Fables, had an Afs to fell. 

For this intertt, they turn’d it out to»play. 

And fed To well, that, by the dellin’d day) 

They brought the creature into lleek repair. 

And drove it gently to a neighbouring Kir. 

• As they were jogging on, a rural Clafs 

Was heard to fay,—*' Look ! Look there, at that Afs J 
“ And thofe two blockheads, trudging on each fide, 

“ have not either of ’em, fenfe to ride ; ' 

** ACeS all ‘hree ! ’ — And thus the country folks 
On man, and boy, began to cut their joke*. 


Poetry. 
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The’ old fellow minded nothing that the)' faid, 

But every word ftuck in the young one’s head; 

And thus began there comment there-upon,— 

“ Ne’er heed ’em, Lad ." — “ Nay, Father, do, get on.” — 
“ Not /, indeed — “ Why then let me, I pray.” — 

“ Well do \ and fee , what prating tongues will Jay .* * 

The boy was mounted ; and they had not got 
Much further on, before another knot. 

Juft as the afs was pacing by, pad, pad. 

Cried, — “ O ! that lazy looby of a lad ! 

How unconcernedly the gaping brute 
“ Let,? the poor aged fellow walk a foot 1” 

Down came the Son, on hearing tills account, 

And beg’d, and pray’d, and made his Father mount : 

Till a third party, on a farther ftretch, 

See I fee ! ” exclaim’d, “ that old hard-hearted wretch! 
“ How like a Juftice there he fits, or Squire; 

*' While the poor lad keeps wading thro’ the mire!” 

“ Stop ! cried the lad, flill deeper vext in mind, 

" Stop, father ; ftop ; let me get on behind.” — 

Thus done, they thought they certainly lhould pleafe, 
Efcape reproaches, and be both at eafe ; • 

For having tried each practicable way, 

What could be left for jokers now to fay ? 

Still disappointed, by fucceeding tone,— 

** Hark ye, you fellows ! Is that afs your own ? 

Get off, for ftiamc 1 Or one of you at leaft, 

" You both deferve to carry the poor beaft, 

M Ready to drop down dead upon the road, 

M With fuch an huge, unconfcionable load.” 

On this, they both demounted ; and, fome fay. 
Contriv’d to carry, like a trufs of hay. 

The afs between them : Prints, they add, arc feen, 

With man, and lad, and flinging afs between;* 

Others omit that fancy in the Print, 

As over-ftraining an ingenious hint. 

The Copy that wc follow, fays the man 
Rub’d down the afs, and look to his fii ft plan : 

Walk’d to the Fair, and fold him, got his priqe. 

And gave his Son this pertinant Advice ; 

“ Let Talkers talk ; Jlick thou to what is be (l • 

*• To think oJpUafng all,— is all a JeJl." ’ 

[Dr. Byrom. 




3i3 Journey through the Dcfert of Nubia. 

in paper, neatly covered wiih Turkey leather. The two liar, 
barms that were with me had procured tor ihcmfelves new 
ones at Sennaar, which were to defend them from the fimOort* 
and the fand, and all the dangers of the defert. That they 
might not foil thefe in filling the water, they had taken them 
from their arms, and laid them on the brink of the well be- 
lore they went down. Upon looking for thefe after the girbas 
were filled, they were not to be found. This double attempt 
was an indication of a number of people being in the neigh- 
bourhood, in which cafe our prefent fituation was one of the 
mod defperate that could be figured. We were in the middle 
of the moll barren, inhofpitable dcfert in the world, and it was 
with the utmoll difficulty that, from day to day, wc could carry 
wherewithal to affuage our thirft. We had with us the only 
bread it was polfible to procure for fome hundred miles ; lancet 
andTwords were not neceffary to dcllroy us, the burfling or 
tearing of a girba, the lamenefs or death of a camel . a thorn or 
fprain in the foot which might difable us from walking, were 
as certain death to us as a (hot" from a cannon. There was no 
flaying for one another; to lofe time was to die, bccaufe, with 
the utmoft exertion our camels could make, we fcarce could 
carry along with us a fcanty provifion of bread and water fuf- 
ficieiit to keep us alive. 

That defert, which did not afford inhabitants for the affifiance 
or relief of travellers, had greatly more than fufficicm for de- 
flroyihg them. Large tribes of Arabs, two or three thoufand, 
encamped together, were cantoned, as it were, in different 
places of this defert, where there was water enough to ferve 
their numerous herds ol eaule, and thefe, as their mccafion ' 
required, traverfed m parties all that wide expanfe of iolitude, 
from the mountains near the Red Sen Call, to the banks of tit* 
Nile on the well, according as their Several deftgns or rtecef- 
fitics required. Thefe were Jahcleen Arabs, tbofe cruel, bar- 
barous fanatics, that deliberately flied fo much blood during 
the time they were ellablifhing the Mahometan religion. Thfc$ 
prejudices had never been removed by any mixture of ftrangers, 
or foltcncd by focicty, even with their own nation after they 
were polifhed ; but buried, as it were, in thefe wild deferts, if 
they were not grown more lavage, they had at leal! preferved, 
m their full vigour, thole murdering principles which they had 
brought with them into that country, under the brutal and in- 
human butcher Kaled ILm el Waalid, impioully called The 
S i'crtJ of God. If it fhould be our lot to fall among thefe 
people, and it was next to a certainty that we were at that very 
soil ant furrounded by them, death was certain, and our only 
comfort was, that wc could die but once, and that to die like 
men w as in our own option. Indeed, without conftdermg the 

bleodj 
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tlfiody char after which thefe wretches naturally beer, there 
could be no reafon for leiting-us live : we could be of no fer- 
vice to them as flaves ; and to have fent us into Kgypt, alter 
having firit rifled and deflroyed our goods, could not be done 
by them but at. a great expcnce, to which well-inclined people 
only t could have .been induced from charity, and of that lafl 
virtue they had not even heard the name. Our only chance; 
then remaining was, that their number might be fo (mail, that, 
byourgreat fupcrioriiy in fire-arms and in courage, wc might 
turn the misfortune upon the aggreffors, deprive them of their 
camels and means of earn ing water, and Ieavc <k tlicm fcattcicd 
itt the defert, to that death which cither they or we, without 
alternative, mull fuller. 

I explained royfelf to this purpofc, briefly to the people, on 
which a great cry followed, “ God is great I let them come !” 
Our arms were perfeftly in order, and our old Turk Iftnael 
feemed 10 move about and direft with the vigour of a young 
man. As we had no doubt they would be mounted on camels, 
fo we placed ourfclvesa little within the edge of the trees. 
The ctnbeis ol our two fires were on our front ; our tents, 
baggage, and boxes, on each fide of us, between the opening 
ol rite trees ; our camels and water behind us, the camels 
being chained together behind the water, and ropes at their 

t beads, which were tied to trees. A fkin of water, and two 

wooden bowls belide it, was left open lor thofe that fhould 
need to drink. We had fiuilhcd our breakfaft before day- 
break, and I had given all the men direftions to fire feparate- 
ly, net together, at the fame fet of people ; and thole who 
bid the blunderbuffes to fire where they law a number of: 
Camels and men together, and elpecially at any camels they 
law with gitbas upon them, or where there was the greuicit 
doululiort. 

[ To be continued. ] 

Letter from Mr. Fletcher to Mr. John Wefley. 

London, May 26th, 1757. 

Rev. Sir, 

I I I did not write to you before Mrs. Wefley had afked me, 
it was not that I wanted a remembrancer within, but rather 
an encoptiger without. There is, generally, upon my heai t 
fuch a fenfe of my unwortliinefs, that 1 fometimes dare hardly 
open my mouth before a child ol God ; and think it an un- 
I fpeakablc honour to Hand before one who has recovered forae- 

thing of the image of God or lincereiy fecks after it. Is it 
polllblc fuch .a Until! worm as 1 flsouli have ti:e privilege to 
u *■ , • converfc 
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converfe with one, whofe foul is fprinklcd with the blood of 
wy Lora! The thought amazes,’ — confounds me, and fills my 
eyes with tears of humble joy. Judge, then, at what diflam r 
I mull fee myfelf from you, if I am fo much below the I rail 
of your children ; and whether a remembrancer within fuf- 
-fices to make me prefumc to write to you, whole fhoes I am 
not worthy to bear. 

I rejoice that you find every where an incrcafe of praying 
fouls. I doubt not but the prayer of the righteous hath great 
power with God : yet I cannot believe, that it Ihould hinder 
the fulfilling of Chrifl’s gracious promifes to his Church. He 
tnufl, and certainly will come, at the time appointed : for he 
is not flack, as fome men count flacknefs; and although, he 
would have all to come to repentance, yet, he has not forgot 
to be true anti juft. Only he will come with more mercy, 
and wdl increafe the light, that lhall be at evening-tide, accord- 
ing to his promife in Zech. xiv. 7. I Ihould rather think, 
that the vifions are not yet plainly difclofed* and that the day , 
and year , in which the Lord will begin to make bare his arm 
openly, arc ftill concealed from us. 

I mud fay of Mr. Walfh, as lie faid once to me concerning 
God, “ I wife 1 could attend him ever)' where, as Elifha did 
Elijah.” But fincc the will of God calls me from him, I 
mull fubmit, and drink the cup prepared for me. 1 have not 
feen him, unlefs lor a lew moments, three or lour times be- 
fore divine fervicc. We mull meet at the throne of grace, or 
meet but fcldom. O when will the communion of laints be 
complete * Lord haflen the time, and let rac have a place 
among them, that love thee, and love one another in fincerity. 

I fot out in two days lor the count iy. O may I be faithful 1 
Harmlefs like a dove, wile like a ferpent, and bold as a lion 
lor the common caufe ! O Lord do not forfake roe ! Stand 
by the weakeft of thy Servants, and enable thy children to 
bear witlj me, and wreflle with thee in my behalf. O bear 
with me, dear Sir, and give me your blefling every day, and 
the Lord will return it to you fcvenfold. I am, Rev. and, 
dear Sir, your unworthy fervant, J. F. 

From Mr. Fletcher to Mrs. G-ly^ne* 

' Madam, London, April 18, 1758. 

A S it is never too late to do what multiplicity of bufinefs, 
rather than forgetiulnefs, has forced us to defer, I am 
not afhamed, tho’ atter fomc months, to ufe the liberty you 
gave me, to enquire after the welfare of your foul-; and -that 
To much the more, as I am confcious 1 have not forgotten 
you at the throne of grace. O may my petitions have reached 
ircRVen, and forced from thence, at kail fome drops -of thofe 
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Spiritual fhowers of righteoufnefs, peace, and joy in tire Holy 
Ghoft, which I implore for you. 

Though, I trull, the untlion from above teaches you all 
things needful to falvaticn, and efpccially the neceflity of 
continuing inllant in prayer, and watching thereunto with all 
perfcvcrancc ; yet, *1 think it my duty to endeavour to add 
wings to. your defires after holinefs, by enforcing them with 
mine. O were I but clothed with all the righteoufnefs of 
Chrill, my prayers would avail much ; and tHfeJukewarmnefs 
of my brethren would not increafe my guilt, ® 'being myfelf 
an in fiance of that coldnefs of love, which puts me upon in- 
terceding for them. 

Though I fpeak of Jukcwarmnefs, I do not accufc you, 
Madam, of having given way toil ; ou the contrary, it is my 
duty, and the joy of my heart, to hope, that you ftirup more 
and’ more the gift of God, which is in you ; that the evi- 
dences of your imereft in a bleeding Lord get clearer every 
day ; that the love ef Chrill conli rains you more and more 
to deny yourfelf, take up your crofs in all things, and follow 
him patiently, through bad and good report : — in a word, that 
continually leaving the things which are behind , you Jlrelch 
Jot ward, through funlhine or darknefs, towards the prize of 
your high calling in Jefus C/trifi ; J mean a heart emptied ol 
pride, and filled with all the lulncfs of God. This is the hope, 
which I delight to entertain of you; and I deferibe it, notout 
of flattery, Madam, but with an intent that, if you fall fhort 
m any thing, thefe lines maybe an inflrutnent in the hand of 
God to flir you up again, and make you look on all things as 
dung and drofs, in comparison of the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Jefus Chrill, with whom we ought to be crucified to 
the world, and the world to us. 

I have often thought of you, in reading the letters of a Lady ; 
(Mrs. Lefevre,) who was a Chriftian, and an eminent Chrif- 
tun, not to fay one of tire brighteft lights, that God has railed 
(nice the late revival of godlinefs. The reproach of Chrill 
was her crown of rejoicings his crofs her continual / uppert , 
Ins followers her dsarefl companions, his example the pattern 
of her converfation. She lived a faint, and died an angel. 
Her letters are a pattern for Chrillian correfpondents, by the 
(implicit)-, edification, and love they breathe in every line. O 
when (hall 1 write as fhe did ! When my heart (hall be full 
of God as her’s was. 

May the Lord enable you to walk in her fteps, and grant me 
to lee you fliining among the humble, loving Marys of this 
age, as ihe did but a few months ago. Her Got) is ouk 
God: the fame Spirit, that animated her. is waiting at the 
door of our hearts, to cieanfc them, and fill them with his 

Vol. XVII. June 1794. confolations. 
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confoladons. if we will but exclude the world, and let him in. 

V h y would we then give way to defpondency, and refufe to 
chenfh that lively hope, which ifanvonehas, he will purify 
himfelf, even as God is nine ? Take courage then and con- 
hdcr, that the hour of felf-dcnia! and painful wreltlings with 
God will be Ihort and jhe time of vi&rJW^compcncc as 
long as eternity itfelf. May the Lord enableyou and me to 
weigh that con filtration in the balance of his fanftuarv, and to 
att agreeably ^nd may that gracious Being, who invites the 
young man JjBionour him in the days of his youth, grant you 
to fee htm^hom he has given you, ponder thole folemn 
truths beJBBw, and find by a happy experience* that none is 
hhuS ' n ** Wh ° takCS C3rly thC Lords > oke upon 

sir 1 j 0n r C ! U - dc ’ by commcn ding you to the Lord, and to the 
t ° rd x * ■ S race * anc * recommending myfelf to your pravers 
I am Madam, your obedient fervaut for Chrift’s'fake, J. l\ 

From Mr. Fletcher, to Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, London, Dec. i a, 17,38. 

T F my filence was owing to forgctfulnefs, I ffiould blufii at 
A not availing myfelf more frequently of your permilfion to 
wme ; but the idea I entertain, that nothing but your great 
condefeenfion can make my correfponden.ee fuppoitablc, makes 
me fometimes aa in a manner quite contrary to the fentimenu 
of my heart. 

Before I left 1 ern, the Lord gave me a medicine to prepare 
me to fuffyr what awaited me here. This humiliation prepared 
me fi> well, that 1 was not furprized to learn, ihat a perfon 
in London had fpread abroad many falfe and fcandalous things 
ot me during my abfence ; and that the minds of manv were 
prejudiced againlt me. In on.; fenfe I took a pleafure in think- 
mg, that I was going to be 'rejefied by the children of God, 
and that toy Saviour would become more dear, under the id*a 
that as in heaven, fo now on earth, I lhould have none but 
turn The full time I appeared in the chapel, many were fo 
emended, that it was with difficulty they could forbear inter- 
rupting me in my prayer, to tell me, Phyfician heal thy [elf. I 
was on the point ot declining to officiate, fearing I lhould only 
give trelh offence ; indeed, I Jhould have done fo, had it not 
been for my o d friend Bernon, who prelfed me to Hand firm, 
repreienting the triumph rny filence would give my enemies, 

1 C ’ j- i 15 ,ea!ons a P'P C3,e ^ to ,,1C fo cogent, that, a-, your bro- 
ther did not rejeft my afliitance, I rea l prayers, and engaged 
to preach fomemr^s in a morning ; which I have accordingly 
continued to do,, * 1 

The 
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The fame day I arrived in Ixmdon, our poor friend Bernon 
took to his bed. Three days alter the fever increafed, and ap- 


peared to be dangerous. The next day, which was Wedncfday, 
he fettled his temporal concerns. Friday evening he was free 
from fever, and I had fome hopes of his life ; but on Saturday 


it appeared, that the fever was the lighted part of his malady, 
and the phyfician faid, he would die of an inflammation in 
his bowels ; which was the cafe on Monday, after an illnefs of 
eight days. I fat up with him three nights, and law him as 
often as I could by day ; and, bleffcd be God, I did not fee 
him for a moment without the full a/furancc of faith. His 
foul was, ingeneial, divided between the exercife ol repen- 
tance, and of faith in the blood of the Lamb ; however, from 
time to time, repentance gave place to rejoicing ; and when he 
appeared better, he exprefled much fear of returning to life. 
Nevcrtlielefs, one day, when 1 was not with him* he had a con- 
I , flifl with the Enemy of his faith, which continued an hour or 

two, when he came off conqueror. The violence of the fever 
fometimes threw him into delirium, and that was the cafe 
fome hours before his diffolution. The laft words he uttered, 
before the flrength oi his difeafe deprived him of fpeech, were, 
*• O what love ! What love !” I have in ray Jieait a clear 

t tefliraony that he died the death of the juft. Thus to recom- 
pence me for the injury Satan lias done me by a fal.'c fiiend, the 
Lord has taken to iiimfclf a true one, whom he will reflore to 
me again in the laft great day ; Such a lofs is a real gain. 
Adieu. J. F. 

The danger of delaying to close with Christ.’ 

O UR Life is a vapour that appeareth for a little time, and 
then vanilheth away, ready every moment to expire ; 
and yet how negligent and carelefs wc arc about our eternal 
welfare! How long mull Chrift (land knocking at the door 
of our hearts, before we will condefcend to admit him in ? 
And how great is the indignity wc put upon him, by thefe 
wretched delays? Tho’ now is the accepted time ; tho* the 
Holy Spirit may never invite us any more ; tho* we are not 
fure of another day of Grace, yet how many hazard their 
Eternity, rather than they will, this day, hear the voice of 
Ciirill and live ! Tho’ they may have his righteoufnefs and re- 
demption, his fpirit and his image, his heaven and his glory, 
by coming to him in faith, yet what trilling excufes are men’s 
hearts filled with ? Tho’ they are actually condemned by the 
Law for capital offences, for High Treafon againlt the Majcfty 
of Heaven, and free pardou is offered by Telus ChriH, if they 
S a a ' wilt 
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:: Si d ;, b *- rec ?: e r ?racioufl >‘ a " d ™“ls: 

Next morning (be faid !o ' a perfoJ'prefen", cfnccT waTa 
n s ready With open arms to receive you. He is wilfimr 

« if "■')■ »™w b y u. 

.. ; n l! f Y a ha PPy c,| cuni(lance it would be. if you 

•• 2 jr,„ H y f rvi "S the >nd going „„ y i» 

the way to Heaven. Some time after, at her reuttefl I 

funga hymn, and (he attempted to join with me • but LI 

“"iii^r , fald ' m W^r«v;i 

f a .w! n 1 1- [ * as loud as y° u - An old fervant of her 

^ rnlp ft^tidmg by weeping, Ann faid, “ I am glad you are 

« jr^^voVnoVfT y<iU r g00d - naiU * d »OOth^ 

„ °r arc you not fo to your own poor foul ? You fome 
,i IT ' and fwear ’ but y0U mu,t forfakc ‘In* evil prac- 
H «'"' ■ ****«. > •* 

thi!, e 'l m< ? rn ! ng l): ! e , x H rc f cd thc molt tender companion for 
t J J W3 - ChC 1 W ' th I,er duri,, S night . and altl o‘ 
her affl.aton conttnued to mereafe, yet her care for the S 

Ihe fh (l 0 LrfI fC f med a° enga 8\ al1 l,cr at,en ‘ion. She fung 
the hi (l verfe of.— Away with our forrows and fears we 
f<x)n (hall recover our home.” Her foul was filled with V t 
joy and triumph ; (he cried out in an eeftafy, “ What a com^ 
fort is this what a Heaven of blifs ! How unfneakablJ 
V*m »« ! That day. many Papifl, being ^fenf 
(he faid Some trufl m what man can do lor them with 
„ ^ f P ca to ' hc , ir abfolution from (in ; hut who can forgive 

bS SSPJ t ifh Lord ,° n,y? u ^° ne can do a finnergood 

but Chrifl and he needs no helper ; for lie is a whole Sa 

„ I!Ta : /r H r n0t al D Ic SJ* VC to the u'tcrmoft, who Lied 

* 3 ld d,ed ‘° r hnnerv ? What could he do more, to make an 

* snr » 5 i? ? He - **•* «“ • 

The following evening, many perfons being prefem fhe 
earned ly exhorted them to turn to the Lord indanrlv for he 
was waiting to be gracious; and tedifying toall, tfj’flie had 
the heart-felt experience oi his pardoning Love. On fnday* 

(he 


fhe addreffed a perfon with gieat affeflion, faying, “ O feek 
u the Lord, as if you had Hut one moment to live ! You fee 
«» I am dying, and what (tumid I do if I had not Chrift for 
« my refuge ?” “ None but Jefus can do Itelplefs (inner* 

“ good.” To a young woman, (lie faid, “You fee I am 
»* young, and yet 1 am dying : Do vou think you (hall never 
»' die ? Iam very low,’ vet I would not exchange it.v fitk- 
bed for a thoufand worlds.” “ O Death, where is thy ding ? 
»• O Grave, where is thy Viftoiy ?” Some time after (he 
m cried out, “ Bleffed be tlie day that ever I was born ! 
M Glory be to the Lord for giving me cxidence, and for atl 
f* that he has done for my foul.” She looked forward to 
her approaching diffolutioi/ with pleafure, ficqurntly faying, 
“ Come, Lord Jefus ! O come quickly.” Her parents having 
cordially entertained the preachers, and treated them with 
the greated kindnefs, for many years, (he embraced her lather, 
moll affectionately, faying, “ Surely you are well paid for all 
“ your attention to the preachers ; I am going to Heaven, 
“ and I trud fo will all the family.” 

I was with her on Saturday morning : For a confiderable 
fpace (he was Client, fcemingly lillening with great attention, 
with her eyes lilted up towards heaven ; at length (he cried 
out, “ Don’t you hear that ? O the mtific, the mtific ” She 
wondered much that thole who fat up with her, did not hear 
it in the night ; for (he faid, it was mod loud and charming. 
Some time after, her eyes being dcadily fixed, as if viewing 
fome lovely objefl, die cried out to Mr. Crofier, “ Don’t 
f* you fee that ? O the beauty ! the beauty !" In (he even- 
ing, without a figh or groan, (he entered into the red that 
remaineth for the people of God, in the aoth year of her 
age. 

Cavan Circuit , Feb. 1794. Thomas Ridgeway. 


Letter from Mr. Fletcher to Mr. Charles Wefley. 


Y OU left me without permitting me to fay, farewell ; but 
that (hall not hinder me from wilhing you 1 good journey, 
and 1 flatter niyfelf, that you are in the habit of icturning my 
prayers. Since your departure, I have lived more than ever 
like a hermit, it fecuis to me, that I am an unprofitable 
weight upon the earth. I want to hide niyfelf from ad. 1 
tremble when the Loid favours me with, a fight pf myfelf; I 
tremble to think of preaching only to dilhonour God To 
morrow I preach -t Well Street, with all the feelings of 

Jonah : 


Mr. Fletchers Letters. 


London, March 22, 1759. 


My dear Sir, 
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* Jonah : O would to God I might be attended with his fuccef* f 
If the Lord (hall, in any degree fuftain my weakness, I (hall 
confidcr myfelf as indebted to your prayers. The Adverfary 
avails himlelf mightily of the enthufiafm of Mifs A — d to 

f trevent the fucccfs of my preaching in French ; but I be- 
ieve that my own unworrnimfs does more for the Devil, than 
ten Mifs A — ’s. However, 1 have thotigl t it my duty to en- 
deavour to firm the torrent of difeouragement, praying the 
Lord to provide for this poor people a pallor after his own 
heart, whom the wandering fheep tuav be willing to hear, and 
who may bring them to himfelf. 

A ptopofal has lately been made to me, to accompany Mr, 
N. Gilbert to the Weft Indies. I have weighed the matter: 
But cm one hand, 1 feel that I have neither fufficietit zeal, nor 
grace, nor talents, to expofc myfelf to the temptations and 
labours ot a million in the Well Indies ; and on the other, 
I believe, that if God calls me thither, the time is not yet 
come. I wifh to be certain, that I am converted myfelf, be- 
fore I leave my converted brethren to convert heathens. Pray 
let me know what you think of this buGnefs ; if you condemn 
me to put the fea between us, the command would be a hard 
one ; but I might, poflibly, prevail on myfell to give you 
that proof of the deletence I pay to your judicious advice. 

I have taken pofleffion of my little hired chamber. There 
I have outward peace, and 1 wait for that which is within. I 
was this morning with Lady Huntingdon, who falutes you, 
and unites with me to fay, that we have need of you to make 
one in our threefold coicl, and to beg you will haften your 
return, when Providence permits. Our comerfatic n was 
deep and full of the energy of faith on the part of the Coun. 
tefs ; as to me, I fat like Saul at the feet of Gamaliel. J. F, 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, London, April — — -759* 

W ITH a heart bowed down with grief, and eyes bathed 
with tears, occafioned by our late heavy lofs, I mean 
ihe death of Mr. Wallh, I take my pen to pray you, to in- 
tercede for me. What ! that fincere, laborious, and zealous 
fervant of God ! Was he faved only as by fire, and was not 
his prayer heard till the twelfth hour was juft expiring ? O 
where (hall I appear ; I, who am an unprofitable let vant ! 
Would to God, my eyes were fountains ol water to weep for 
my fins! Would to God I might pals the reft of my days, 
in crying, ** Lord, have mercy upon me !" All is vanity — . 
grace, talents, labours, if we compare them with the mighty 
ftride we have to take from time into eternity 1 Lord, remem- 
ber me now that thou art in thy kingdom ! 

I havf 
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j have preached 

f‘71 ^ , rw“,^g i ved7ruhfulJ.. .hough i. be on* 
!Tn m v WlWt Wave Ye body! you may commend u to 

*$£**• <>«L«d P« ™ "L*! 

mmm m 

Y'Z 7 You o * e your children an elegy upon his ^aih atid 
y^u Cannot* employ your poetic talents on a better fubjea. y 

• I fill up an empty fpace. 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir. Tern. Jnly . 9 , . 7 59- 

tNSTEAD of apologizing for my filence, I will tell you. 
Ithat 1 have .wen? endeavoured .0 break «. but 

• u <r„n T will fimDlv relate the caule of my filencc, 
r«S/^\oYt3r„ee of your own t«m»U.ja. 

l0 Vto rihrS^nmLTfhaU Ye'been bmugb. hither. 

one Dari in prayer, and the other in meditation on the holy 
f^omreV The Lord blelfed my devotion., and l advanced 
oTeoninering .0 conquer, IcatLg every .b-gb. captive » 
ibc obediLe of Jefus Coi.il, when u pleated Cod .0 Ibow 
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me fume of the folds of my heart. As I looked for nothing 
lefs than fuch a difeovery, I was extremely furprized, fo 
much fo, as to forget Chrift : You may judge already what 
was the confequcnce. A foiritual langour feized on all the 
powers of my foul, and I fuffeicd mylelf to be carried away 
quietly by a current, with the rapidity of which I was un- 
acquainted. 

Neither doubt, nor dcfpair troubled me for a moment: my 
tempiat on took another courfe. It appeared to me, that God- 
would be much more glor ified by my damnation, than my 
salvation.' It Teemed altogether incompatible with the holi- 
hels, the jufticc, and the veracity of the Supreme Being, to 
admit fo Jlubborn an offender into his prefence. I could do 
nothing but be aflonilhed at the patience of God. Do not 
imagine, however, that I was in a flate of evangelical repen- 
tance ; no, — a man who repents defires to be faved, but I dc- 
fired it not : I was even impatient to go to my own place ; 
and fecretly wifhed, that God would for a moment give me 
the exercile of his iron feeptre, to break myfelf to pieces as 
a vcffel to dilhonour : a bitter and cruel zeal, againlt myfelf, 
and all the Tinners who wete with me, fitted all my thoughts 
and all my defires. The Devil, who well knew how to im- 
prove the opportunity, blew without ceafing the fparks of fome 
corruptions, which 1 thought extinguifhea, or at the point of 
being fo, till a: laft the fire began to appear without. This 
opened my eyes, and I felt it was time to implore fuccour. It 
is now eight days fincc I endeavoured to pray, but almoft 
without fueccfs : yeflerday, however, as I fang one of your 
hymus, the Loid lifted up my head, and commanded me to 
face mv enemies. By his grace, I am already conqueror, 
and I doubt not, that I fh ill fooii be more than conqueror. 
Although I deferve it not, neverthclefs, hold up my hands 
till all thefe Amalekitcs he put to flight. I am, &c. J. F. 

To the Rev. Meff. John and Charles Wesley. 

Macon in Burgundy, May 17, 1778. 

Dear Sir, 

I ' Hope that while I lie by, like a broken veffel, the Lord 
continues to renew your vigour, and fends you to water 
his vineyaid, and to {land in the gap againfl error and vice. 

I have lecovered fome llrength, blelled be God, fince I came 
to the Continent ; but have lately ha . another attack, ol mV 
old complaints. However, I ' nd my fell Letter again, though 
I think it \et advilcahlt- no to lpe.il> in pi bite. 

IjJte. ched twice t Marie.; s. but was not permitted -to 
follow the blow. There are *ew noble, inquifuivc B ream in 
thefe parts. The ininiiteis tn tht town of my nativity Live 

been 
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been very civil. They have offered me the pulpit; but I 
fear, if I could accept the offer, it would foon be recalled. 

I am loath to quit this part of the field without calling a Hone 
at that giant Sin, who Balks about with uncommon boldnefs. 

1 (hall, therefore, flay fome months longer, to fee if the Lord 
will pleafe to give me a little more flrcngth to venture an 
attack. 

Gaming and drefs, finlul pleafure and love of money, un- 
belief and falfe philofophy, lightnefs of fpirit, fear of man, 
and love of the world, arc the principal fins, by which Satan 
binds his captives in thefe parts. Materialifm is not rare ; 
Deifm and Socinianifm are very common ; and a fet of Free- 
thinkers, great admirers of Voltaire and Roffeau, Bayle and 
Mirabcau, feem bent upon dellroving Chriflianity and govern- 
ment. “ With one hand, (laid a lawyer, who has written 
fomething againfl them) they fhake the throne, and with the 
other, they throw down the altars.” If we believe them, the 
world is the dupe of kings and priefls. Religion is fanaticifm 
end fuperlliiion. Subordination is flavery and tyranny. Chrif- 
tian morality is abfurd, unnatural, and impracticable; and 
Chriflianity the mofl bloody religion that ever was. And 
here it is certain, that by the example of Chriflians fo called , 
and by our continual difputes, they have a great advantage, 
and do the truth immenfc mifehief. “ Popery will certainly 
“ fall in France , in this , or the next century ; and I make 
“ no doubt, God will ufe thofe vain men, to bring about a 
“ reformation here, as he ufed Henry the Eighth to do that 
“ work in England : fo the madnefs of his enemies fhall, at 
•* la 11, turn to his praife, and to the furtherance of his 
** kingdom.” 

In the mean time, it becomes all lovers of the truth, to 
make their heavenly tempers, and humble, peaceful love, to 
fhine before all men, that thofe mighty advei faries, feeing the 
good works of profeffors, may glorify their Father who is 
in heaven, and no more blafpheine that worthy name, by 
which we are all called Chrillians. 

If you alk, What fyflem thefe men adopt ? I anfwer, that 
fome build on Deifm, a morality founded on felf-prefervation , 
f elf -inter ejly and Jell-honour. Others laugli at all morality, 
except that which being neglefted violently diflurbs fociety ; 
and external oider is the decent covering of Fatalifm, while 
Materialifm is their fyllem. 

O dear Sirs, let me entreat you, in thefe dangerous days, 
to ufe your wide influence, with unabated zeal, againfl the 
fcheme of thefe modern Cellufes, Porphiries, and Julians; 
by calling all profeffors to think and fpeak the fame things, to 
Jove and embrace one another, and to Hand firmly embodied 
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to refill thofe daring men ; many ot" whom are already in 
England, headed by the admirers of Mr. Hume and Mr. 
Hobbes. But it is necdlcfs to fay this to thofe who have made, 
and continue to make fuch a Hand for vital Cbriftianity ; fo 
that I have nothing to do but pray, that the Lord wouldabun 
dantly fupport and ftrengihen you to the lall, and make you 
a continued comfort to his enlightened people, loving re 
provers of thofe who mix light and darknefs, and a terror to 
the perverfe : and this is the cordial prayer of, Rev. and 
dear Sirs, your afleftionate fon, and obliged fervant in the 
gofpcl, J. F. 

P. S. I need not tell you. Sirs, that the hour in which 
Providence fhall make my way plain to return to England, to 
unite with the Happy number of thofe who teel, or fcck the 
power of Chriflian godlinefs, will be welcome to me. O 
favoured Britons ! Happy would it be for them, if they knew 
their gofpcl privileges ! My relations in Adam aie all very 
kind to me ; but the fpiritual relations, whom God has raifed 
roe in England, exceed them yet. Thanks be to Chrift, and 
to his blafphemed religion ! 


A LETTER, 

From the Rev. William Grimi>ha\v, to the Societies in 
Newcaftle-upon-Tyne and ihe Neighbourhood. 

Dear Brethren, Haworth, May i, 1758. 

Y OU that can fay, •• Thanks be to God, who giveth us 
ihe Viftory thro’ our Lord Jesus Christ,” happy 
arc you. ’Tis from Experience only, that we can truly lay 
fo. BlefTcd are the people, that are in fuch a cafe; who thro* 
faith in Jefus are already faved from the guilt, and power, 
and cur/e of Sin ; and if you continue faithful to the end, 
you fhall be eternally faved from Wrath and Hell. Through 
the operations and influence of the Holy Spirit, you have 
the knowledge of pardon, and the fenfe of that peace which 
gaffes all under Handing. All things arc yours, and ye are 
Chiift’s, and Chrill is God’s. Thro’ the Holy Gholl dwell- 
ing in you, you have power over the world, the flefh, and 
the devil. Life eternal, heaven, glory, is in you already 
begun: hence, and only hence, fpring love, joy, and peace ; 
and cheerful, fincere, univcrfal, evangelical obedience to God. 
By this you feelingly, as well as fcnpturally find, that holi- 
nefs is the End, as well as the Happinefs of a Chiftian. 
St Hid f$fl, therefore, my dear brethren, in the liberty where- 
with Chrift hath made you free. And as you have received 
Chrift Jefus the Lord, who is in you the hope of Glo y, fo 


walk ye in Him, till Grace terminates in Glory, and prefent 
H SV fhisj Holincfs Ihonld be 
tbe natural, necclfar/ confluence of 

but vet we have need to exhort, and to be exhorted. St. Peter 
would not be negligent to put the Churches in remembrance 
of thefc things. b I befeech you therefore, Brethren, in his 
own words, * Giving all diligence, add to your faith virtue 
and to virtue knowledge, a,.d to know^dge tetnperancc, and 
to temperance patience, and to patience godlinefs, and to god- 
linefs brotherly-kin dnefs, and to brotherly kmdnefs chanty. 
For if thefe things be in you, and abound, they make you 
that vc fhall neither be barren nor unfiuitful in the knowledge 
of our Lord J esu. - - C h r ist. , _ 

Our duty may be conlidered in a fourfold relation. 1, To 
God. a, Our brethren. 3, Our neighbour. 4, Ourfclves. 

1 To God : Three in One. Him, whether as Father, 

* ofIK SxNcrtEiKR,— wc lhould love and ferve with a 
perfeft heart, and a willing mind. Thro’ His all-fufficient 
we mull walk in all his ordinances and commandments 
blame lefs. This mull be done inceftantly, invariably, umver- 
fX cordially, cheerfully, all the days of our appointed 
time! until our change comes. But when we have done all, 
it is infinitely Ihort of his due. 

a. To our Brethren. They are partakers with us of the 
divine Nature, and fellow-heirs of the fame Hope- We 
o ld love them, as Chrift loved us ;-we lhould delight m 
them aflociatc with them, and unite in prayer, and pra.f.ng 
tire fame Lovd together; communicate in the fame ordinances, 
n I dt thf f mie holv fupper : — mutually build each other up 
in our mo ft holy faith, lnflruft, exhort, adinonifh, as perfons 
and circutn fiances from time to time require. Recover back- 
door, quicken ttiflers, flrengthen the weak, fuccour the 
tempted Comfort the mourners ; and in the fpirit oi meeknefs 
IS W. become all things to all, that we may be edified 

“i To^our Neighbour ; — All Men : We lhould be as a 
liiled candle fel upon a candleflicl ; fo letting out Light 
fh^ine before Stem, Ida. they feeing .nr good works, maybe 
fonvineed and converted, and thereby, with us glot.ly our 
“ who U in Heaven. . U — — 


Vithir who is in neaveu. *** ; . r ’ , . 

fo doT«mceand fhew mercy to them This from us .is their 

right ; and thus we may poffibly win their fou.s to God. In 
reunions life; we lhould behave in an even, unwearied, dc. 
religious 11 , ;f pverv means of Grace and 


reunions life ; wc inouta dcihvc - ■ 

vorn ind zealous cxcrcife, of every means .1 Grace and 
™ a'J I?. nf our holv Religion before them ; labouring on 
of our good-will towards them, 
3 C a 


4§8 Happy Death of a young Woman. 

veracity, amongll the profcfTors of religion both in town and 
Country ; \\ c therefore cannot entertain the leaft doubt of 
the tads enurtieraied. But as forae of the paties are Hill 
living, wc deem it inexpedient to mention iheir names. 


The happy Death of a pious young Woman, near 

T Crofs Hall, in Yorkfhire. 

.1 ??r UU § W ° m P an w ‘ ,s awakened by the preaching of 
the Wotd and found Peace with God. Some time 
after the married a pious man with whom fhc lived in the fear 
ot the Lord ; and they proved mutual helps to each other in 
the way to happmcls and eternal life. She was afflitted with 
a dt (order, which occ., honed great fufferings and pain for near 
a year, and in the end proved her death. In the midft of ad. 
vcrlity the enjoyed much of the divine prcfeticc, and her foul 
was drawn out after a full conformity to the Image of God ; 
frequently cxprcff.ng her gratitude to the Father of Mercies, 
lor at Ins difpcntations, aud particularly for the fufferings he 
was pleated to permit to cxercifc her faith. The greateft i trial 
ftie met with during the courfe of her affliftions.' was, a fear 
eit the agonies of death iiipuld be too many for her, and that 
(he would not be able to honour the Lord in h.er laft moments. 
She continued whole nights together in prayer for holinefs ; 
and in the midfl ot fevere afllidiom would often fay “ Lay 
tt . niore n VP“ u P on me, Lord, if they he needful | ’do not 
pare t, II thy work is done ; there is nee 1 of all.'* A little 
befotc her death, the Lord vifited her in a wonderful manner, 
and filled her foul with his mighty cnnfofations. As fhe fat in 
a chair (not having been in bed a great while) Ihe faid to her 
mother, What is this fweat I ter! ? Surely, this is not 
death • Upon her mother replying, fhe was afraid it was 
death the daughter cried our, “ O how good is the Lord to 

.. T ' •• • if i yin ? ? ° ncver ,et an >' who believe in Jefus, 
he air id of Death. It is (weet work ; it is comfortable : 
it is only going to Heaven !” She thanked her hufband in 
mc mci affedtonarc manner, for all the kindnefs and atten- 
ton he had fheued her, and praifed the Lord on his account. 
Soon after, it feemed, as if the divine glory overfhadowed 
her foul, and Eternity opened 10 her view ! Her joy was To 
abundant, that fhe fhouted aloud, - O what Glory V What 
“ SW J am going to it! I am going to Heaven! O 
.. £ hat J ,ath ‘neLord done for me ! precious, precious Jefus! 
He hath wafhed me, and I am whiter than f'now. O fol- 
J. ow as , 1 have followed Chtift. Let me ftand to praife 
him. yShe then raffed herfelt upon one leg, (the other having 
been cut off) and in an ccflafy of joy cried out, “Praife Him ! 

rraite Him ! And while the. words were on her lips, fhe 
mitantJy entered into everlalling Reff. 

letters 
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Mr. FLETCHER'S LETTERS. 

To the Rev. Mr. Chailes Wcfley. 

My dear Sir, London, Sept. 14, 1759. 

I Thank you for your fpcedy anfwcr, and nothing, but the 
affurance of your fpeedv arrival is wanting to make my 
happinefs complete. Your lull lines drew tears from my eyes : 
1 cannot wait till your death, to befccch you to give me that 
benediction of which you fpeak. I conjure you, in the name 
of Chi iff, to give it me, when you read thefe lines, and to 
repeat it, as frequently as you think of a poor brother, who 
needs the prayers of every one, and who cannot pait with 

y °J[ rS accept with, pleafure, the obliging propofal you make 
me for the approaching winter ; and 1 entreat you to confider 
it lefs as a propofal, than as an engagement into which you 
have entered, afid of which I have a right to folic.t the ful- 
filment. Permit me only to add to it one condition 1, which is, 
to make our reading. &c. tend, as much as pofflblc, to that 
poverty of fpirit, which I fo greatly need. 

A few days ago, the Lord gave me two or three leffons on 
that fubiefcl ; but alas I how have 1 forgotten them ! I law, I 
felt that I was entirely void ot wifdotn and virtue. I was 
afhamed of myfelf, and I could fay with a degree of feeling, 
which I cannot deferibe, Mingo, ml habeo , Jum ml ; 1 n pul- 
vero ferfio * I could then fay, what Gregory Lopez wa? ena- 
bled to fay at all times, “There is no man, of whom I have 
not a belter opinion, than of myfelf.” 1 could have placed 
myfelf under the feet of the moll atrocious tinner, and have 
acknowledged him for a faint, in companion of myfelf. If 
ever I ant humble and patient, if ever I enjoy fohd peace of 
mind, it mull be in this very font s Ah! why do I not aflual- 
lv find thefe virtues ? Becaufe, I am filled withfelf-fufficiency, 
and am poffcffed by that felf efteem. which blinds me, and 
hinders me from doing juftice to my own demerits. O I 
pray that the Spirit of Jefus may remove thefe feales from 
my eyes for ever, and compel me to retire into my own no- 

th To n wbat a monftrous idea had you well nigh given birth ! 
What ! the labours of my miniflry under you deferve a Dia- 
ry * I who have done nothing but difiionour d God hitherto, 
and am’ not in a condition to do any thing clfe for the future ! 
If then, 1 am permitted 10 Hand in the courts of the Lord s 
bo’ufe, is it not for me to make an acknowledgement rather 
* I do nothing, have nothing, am nothing ; I crawl in the duft. 
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than to receive one. If I ever receive any thing of tTw 
Methodift Church, it will be only as an indigent mendicant 
receives an aims, without which he would perilh. Such were 
fome of the thoughts, which paired through my mind, with 
regard to the propofal you made to me in London ; and I 
doubt, whether my own vanity, or your goodnefs, will be able 
to efface the impreffions they have left. 

I have great need of your advice, relative to the letters 
which 1 receive one after another from my relations, who 
unite in their invitations to me, to return to my own country: 
One fays, “ To fettle my alFaiis there another, “To preach 
there; 1 ’ a Third, “To aflift him to die, They prefs 

me to declare, whether I renounce mv family, and die de- 
mands I have upon it; and tny mother delites, that I will, at 
leaf!, go and fee her ; and commands me to do fo in the 
ilrongcll terms. What anfwer lhall I make ? II flie thought, 
as you do, I Ibould write to her, “ Ubi Chriftiani . tin palria.' * 
My mother, my brethren, my fiflers, are thole who do the 
will of my Heavenly Father : but fhe is not in a Hate of 
mind todigeft fuch an anfwer ! A mother, is a mother long. 
On the other hand, I have no inclination to yield to their de- 
fires, which appear to me merely natural ; for I (hull lofe 
precious time, and incur expence : My prefence is not abfo- 
lutclv necefTary to my concerns ; and it is more probable that 
my relations will pervert me to vanity and inteteft, than that 
I lhall convert them fo genninc Chrifliantty. Laflly, I lhall 
have no opportunity to exercife my minillry. Our Swifs 
minifters, who preach only once a week, will not look upon 
me with a more favourable eye than the minillers here ; and 
irregular preaching is impracticable, and would onlycaufe me, 
either to be laid in prifon, or immediately bauillied from the 
country. 

May the Almighty be your defence day and night ! What 
he protefts is well protected. Permit me to thank sou for the 
fentence from Kempis, with which you clofe your letter, by 
returning to you another — “ You run no rifle in confidering 
yourfelf as the wickedelt of men ; but you are in danger, if 
you prefer yourfelf to any one.” 

I am, &c. J. F. 

* Where there are Chriftians, there is my country. 


To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, Tern, Sept. 29, 1759. 

Y OUR filence began to make tnc uneafy, and your 1 iter 
had well nigh made me draw my pen over one I had 
written to afk the caufe of it. The Lord aflliCts you : that is 

enough 


Letters. 491 

enough to fitcnce every complaint, and I will not open my 
mouth, except it be to pray the Lord, to enable you and yours 
to bring forth thofe fruits of righteonfnefs, which attend the 
trials of his children. Take care of yourfelf, for the fake of 
the Lord’s little flock, and for me who with all the impatience 
of brotherly love, reckon every day till I can have the plea- 
furc of embracing you. 

If I know any thing of true brotherly love, (of w*hich I 
often doubt) it agrees pei feftly well with the love ot God, as 
the founds of the different parts in mufle agree with each 
other. Their union arifes from their juft d.fference ; and 
they plcafe, fometnnes, fo much the more, as they appear the 
moll oppofed. 'fhe oppofition of fentiments beween divine 
and brotherly love, together with the fuhordination of the 
latter, forms that delightful combat in the foul of a believer, 
that being divided between two, of theapoftle, [Phi!, i. 23.] 
which concludes with a facrifice of rc Agnation, of which the 
natural man is not capable. Your expreflion, “ Spread the 
moral fenfe all over,” gives me an idea of that charity, which 
I feel;. The love of Gregory Lopez appears to me too 
ftoical : I do not find in it that vehement defire, thofe tears of 
love, that ardour of feeing and poffefling each other in the 
bowels of Jefus Chrifl. which I find fo frequently in the 
Epiftles of St. Paul. If this fenfibility he a failing, 1 do not 
wifh to be exempt from it. What think you ? 

When I was reading Teleniaclms \* ith my pupils, I was 
ftruck with this expreflion, “ He hlulhed to have been born 
with fo little feeling for men, and to appear to them fo inhu- 
man.” I eafily applied the fit ft part, and the fon of Ulyflei 
gave me an example of Chriftian repentance, which I wifh to 
follow, till my heart is truly circumcifed. Send me fome 
remedy, or give me fome advice again ft this hardnefs of heart 
under which I groan. A propo \ — concerning hardnefs of 
heart; what you fay about reducing a mother to dcfpair, lias 
made me recollcfl what I have often thought, that the parti- 
cular fault of the Swifs is to be zvithout natural ajjfeclion . 
What refpeft to rhat preference which my mother fhews me 
above her other children, I fee clearly, that I am indebted for 
almofl all the afFefclion flte expreffes for me in her letters, 
to my abfence from her, which hinders her from feeing my 
faults. Nevcrthelcfs, I reproach myfelf feverely, that I can- 
not intereft myfelf in her welfare, as much as I did in that of 
my deccafcd father ; and I am aftonilhcd at the difference. I 
believe the time is not yet come, when my prcfencc may be 
of fervice to her, and 1 flatter myfelf fhe will not be fhocked 
at mv rcfufal, which I have foftened as much as I could. 

I fear you did not rightly undcrfland what I wrote about 
*hc propofal you made me at London. So far from making 
3 Q 2 conditions 
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conditions, I feel myfelf unworthy of receiving them. Be it 
what it may, I thank God, that I trouble myfelf with no tem- 
poral things ; my only fear is that of having too much, rather 
than too little, of the things neceffary for life. I am weary of 
abundance : I could wifli to be poor with my Saviour ; and 
thofe, whom he hath chofcn to be rich in faith, appear to nie 
objefts of envy in the midft: of their wants. Happy fliould 
1 be, if a fecret pride of heart did not difguife it fell under 
thefc appearances of humility 1 Happy mould 1 be if that 
dangerous ferpent did not conceal himfell under tbefe fweet 
flowers, and feed on their juices 1 I am, &c. J. F. 

To the Rev. Mr. Cuarles Wesi.ey. 

My dear Sir, Tern, OG. 24. 1759- 

F OR fome days part, the hope of hear ng from you has 
been balanced by the fear th.it you were not in a condi- 
tion to write. This lafl idea prevails fo much, that I take 
my pen, to entreat you, to deliver me from the inquietude 
which I fuffer from your filence. If the gout prevents you 
from writing, employ the hand of a friend : if you at, in the 
third heaven of contemplation and love, let brotherly love, 
for a moment, bring you down ; if you wander in the defert 
of temptation, let fympathy unite you to a niifcrablc man, who 
feels himfell undone. 

Since my lafl, I have taken fome fteps towards the know- 
ledge of myfelf. If you enquire, what I have learned ? I 
anfwer, that I am naked of every thing, but pride znft unbelief, 
Ycfterday I was feized with the defire of making rhymes, 
and l verfified my thoughts on the prefent flate of my foul in 
a hymn, the firft part ol which I now fend you. If the 
poetry docs not deferve reading, the language will recal to 
mind your French. 

May the care you take of your health have the fuccefs I 
wifli; and while I wait the evenr, may He, who enabled St. 
Paul to fay, When Jam ivealt , then am I jiror/g, fuftain you 
in all your infirmities, and fill )our inward man with his 
mighty power I You will fee by the hymn, in which 1 have 
attempted to paint my heart, that I have at prefent far other 
tiling? to do, than to think of going on to perfection, even 
laying the foundation of the fpiritual houfe ; much lefs, then, 
can 1 help forward thofe who feek it. 1 am, &c. J. F. 

On Sacred Attention. 

W HOEVER is determined to be a Cbriflian indeed, and 
to enjoy a conftant fenfe of the divine approbation, 
muft carefully attend to the operations of the Holy Spirit in 
his own heart, and diligently labour to preferve a continual 
union with God, even in the midft of the various avocations 

and 
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and employments he is called to in the order of providence. If 
we rViy defire the Favour and Grace of Gorl, «c tnuft fo- 
ie !y and deeply abafe ourfdves at his feet, who Is the inex- 
hauftibl* fountain of Love, from a fenfe ot our own nothtng- 
nefs and vanity ; praying humblv, that he would enable us 
to alorify Him. This exercifc is far better than if we had 
ability and flail to conquer and govern the whole world. 

Be careful not to endeavour to imitate other men’s ways, 
except it be in their effential Virtues ; for the effential path 
which leads to God is but one, and always the fame. Never* 
thelefs attend to thy religious call, and enquire what God re- 
quires of thee. He w ho properly attends to what pafies in the 
centre of his own heart, and is rightly fcnfible of his natural 
corruption, will renounce himfelf, ana follow the Lord in the 
path which he is plealed to lead him : Such a one remains 
fled hill t*s an iron pillar, receiving all that happens to him, 
as con mg by divine permiflion. He fubmits to God’s judg- 
ment, and bows obfequious to his Will, which he keeps con- 
tinually in view. He rarely will be in doubt what he ought 
to do, in matters relating to eternal Life ; and will foon over- 
come all obftaclcs, however ftrange or difficult they may be. 

A continue! attention to one’s fclfis difficult in the begin- 
ning, but practice will make hard things eafy. When, with 
a lingle, jealous eye, a man examines his ways, his words, and 
habits, iii order to difeover if they arc agreeable to the divine 
Will ; the Lord will not fuffer him to go affray, however in- 
tricate and dangerous his way may be ; lie will attain to the 
right knowledge of himfelf ; whatever corruptions are within 
they will be brought to light, and his foul will be agitated 
with a painful, but holy defire, to be fpeedily delivered from 
them. 

A man of God muff accuftom himfelf to have the Lord 
prefent before the eve ol his mind. Keep thy fpirit in the 
lame temper and dtfpofilion, both in the hour of prayer, and 
at all other times. Even in company, labour loreiain a fenfe 
of God’s prefence. Let not the things feen or heard, be 
dwelt upon, or pondered in thy mind, more than is really ne- 
ccffary, left thy imagination and defires be defiled by ftrange 
ideas, or a d forderly love. For whatever images we fuffer 
to be iniprcfl'cd upon our minds, whether plcafing or disagree- 
able, they wili again prefent themfelvcs; and efpccially when 
wc are at prayer,' we mail find ourfelvcs embarraffed by them, 
nor can we fpeedily throw them off, without ftrong exertions 
of faith. 

We muft not be fatisfied with having thought upon God, 
as a palfnig objefl, for fuch thoughts foon vanifh ; and where 
there is one thought ol God, there will be ten others relating 
10 temporal things, which drive away the firft. Wherefore it 
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by five or fi* people, an 1 then into another room, the donlj 
of which opened to the lobby where his foMiers or fi-t VcUtSj 
weic. fhete was a flave Very richly drolled, who had' l 
final] bafket with orangevin liis hand, who canto out at ano*_ 
ihcr door, as if from the Bey, and laid to me, "Here, Y*. 
goube, here ti forne fruit for you." 

In that country it is not the value of the prefent, but the 
character and power of the perfon that fends it, that created 
the value. It is a mark or frieridfhip and pnueftion, and 
the beft of all affurances. Well aecuftomed to cere conic > of 
•this kind, I took a Angle orange, bowing low to the man I 
that gave it me, who whifpertd mo, “ Put your hand to the j 
bottom, the bed ' fruit is there, the whole is for you, ‘it iff 
from the Bey." A purfe was exceedingly vifilde. It was a , 
large crimfon one wrought with gold, not netted or‘ tranfua* 1 
rent as ours are, but liker -a flocking. I lifted it out ; there ‘ 
were a confidcrablc number of feejuins in it ; I kiired it, in 
relpeft from whence it came, and faid to the young man that 1 
held the bafket, “ This is, indeed, the beft fruit, at leaft 
commonly thought fo, but it is foi bidden fruit for me. T|m| 
Bey s prote£Iiou and favour is more agreeable to me than i 
thoufand fuch purfes would be." 

The fervant flu wed a ptodigious furprife. In fhort, nn* 
thing can be more incredible to a Turk, whatever his mu. 
lity may be, than to think that any man can refufe money! 
"offered him. Although I expreffeu tnvfelf with the vt t trio fi 
gratitude and humility, finding it. impo'flibie to prevail upon 
me, the thing appeared fo extraordinary, that a beggar in a 
bairacan, drolled like thofc llaves who carry water, and Walh 
the flatrs, fhoitld refufe a putfe of gold, he could no longer ' 
content to my going away, but carried me back to wltcic the 
Bey was fiill fitting. He was looking at a large pietfc of. yeU 


low fottin He a iked the ufiial quell ion, How, nowf 

matter ?’* To which his Have gave him a long 


What is the matter ? 

anfwcr in TurkiOt. He laid down the fatt in; turne.l to m<ijl 
and find, “ Why, what is this ? You mull furely want 1 
money; that tS not your ufual drefs ? What! does tins pro. 
ceed horn }our pride ?’’ , 

“ S ij'* anfwercd I, may I beg leave to fay two words to 
you ? T here is not a man ro whom you ever gave money 
more grateful, or more finfible of your generofity in nfj^L 
ing it me, tlian 1 am at tliis prefent, The mafon of my 
waning upon you in this drefs was, becaufe it is only a 
few hours ago fince I left the boat. I am not however a 
needy man, or one that is diifrcilcd for money; that being 
the cafe, and as you bare already my prayers for your chat itvjr 
I would not deprive you of thole of the widow and the 
orphan, whom that money may very materially relieve. 

Juliar 9 
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Juliari arid Rofa, the firft houfe in Cairo, will fnrnilh me 
with what money I require ; bolides, 1 am in the fcrvicc <>f 
the gre.it.ell king in lunope, who would not fail to fuppl^y 
tne abundantly if my neceffiues required it, as I am travel- 
ling for his fcrvicc." 

[In die fubfcqnent eonverfatioTi between thr Bey and Mr. Bruce, he 
fo Far gained the rllcem of that Prince, by his manly and generous behavi- 
our, that he obtained a Firmvi, permitting the captains of JsngUlh yefleis 
belonging to Bombay and Bengal, to bring their (hips and mcrchandilc to 
Sue/.; a place far pirfcrablc, in all refpeth, to Jidda, to which they were 
formerly confined. Of this permiffiott, which no European nation could 
ever before acquire, rctny Englifh veil'd* have already availed thumfelves; 
and it has proved peculiarly ufcful both in public and private difpatchcs. 
The Boy ordered Mr. Bruce to be clothed with a caftan, which is a loofe 
garment like a night-gown, and is a gift of ceremony, and a mark of favour. 
Upon withdrawing (Vo in the prcfencc of the Bey, he was received with 
Vic.it refpefl by the bye-ftandcr*. He acknowledges, indeed, *' That the 
" man was the fame, hut it was the caftan that made the difference.” The 
foldicrs conduced him to his lodgings with great di (patch, on a mule finely 
caparifoncd, but free from the falutaiionsof the quarter-ftaff. The kale of 
politenefs was now turned in his favour, and to (hew their rrlpcfl, they 
knocked down every perfou they overtook in the ftfeets, giving him firft a 
blow wiih the quarter-ftaff, and then aflunghim, why he did not get out of 
the way ? After fome <hy at Cairo, Mr. Bruce embarked at Alexandria- 
for M.irfeilles, where he happily arrived, and which fimlhes the account of 
jus travels. 


Mr, HETCHER’s LETTERS. 

To Mrs. Ryon and Mifs Furley. 

My dear Sifters, Oftobcr t, 1759. 

I Havc put off writing to you, left the action of writing 
fhould divert my foul from the awful and delightful wor- 
(hip it is engaged tn. But I now conclude, I lhall be no 
jjoler, if I invite you to love Him whom my foul lovetli, to 
dread Jlim my foul dreadeth, to adore Him my foul adore tj:. 
Sink with tne, or rather, let me fink with you, before the 
throne of grace ; and while cherubim veil their faces, and 
cry out in tender fear, Holy ! holy ! holy ! let us put our 
mouths in the duft, and echo back the 1 foletnn found, Holy ! 
holy ! l»oly ! Let us try to fathom the depths of divine mercy ; 
and, convinced of the iiypoflibility ol fuch an attempt, let 
us lofc ourfelves in them. Let us be comprehended by God, 
if we cannot comprehend him. Let us be fuptemely happy 
in God. *ne intenfenefs of our happinefs border on 

mifery, becaufe wc can make him no return. Let our heads 
.become water, and our eyes fountains of tears, — tears of hum- 
ble repentance, of folemn joy, of filent admiration, of ex- 
alted adoration, of raptured defires, of inflamed tranfports, of 
'fpee chiefs awe. My God, and my all !— Your God, and 
r vout 
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vouf aM ! — Our God, and Our all ! Praifc him ; and with our 
fouls blended in one by divine love, let us with one mouth 
glorify the Father of our Lord Jefus ChrifF; — our Father, 
who is over all, through all, and in us all. . » 

I charge you before the Lord Jefus Cluhfl, who giveth 

life, and more abundant life ; I entreat you, by all the a&ings 
of faith, the exertions of hope, and the flames of love, you 
ever felt, fink to greater depths of fclf-abafing repentance, 
and rife to greater heights of Chrifl-exalting joy. And let 
him, who is able to do exceeding abundantly, more than you 
.can afle or think, carry on and fulfil in you the wotk of faith 
with power ; with that power, whereby he fubdueth all things 
to iiimfelf. Be ftcdfafl In hope, immoveable in patience 
and low, always abounding in the outward, and inward la- 
bour of love, and receive the end of your faith, the falvation 

ef your fouls, lam, &c. J. F. 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, London, Nov. ijtli, 1755. 

Y OUR letter was not put into my hand till eight days 
after my arrival in London. I carried the euclofed 
agreeably to its addrcfs, and palled three hours with a modern 
prodigy, — an humble and nious Cotinlefs. I went with trem- 
bling, and in obedience to your orders ; but I form perceived 
a little of wjiat the difciplcs felt, when Cbrifl. faid to them, 
It is I, be not afraid. She propofed to me fomething of what 
y ou hinted to me in your garden ; namely, to celebrate the 
•ommunion fomrtimes at her houfe of a morning, and to 
preach when occafion offered ; in fuch a manner, however, 
as not to reflrain my liberty, nor to prevent my aflifling you, 
or preaching to the French Refugees ; and that, onW till 
Providence mould clearly point out the path in which I fhould 
go. Charity, politenefs, and reafon, accompanied her offer ; 
and I confpfs, in fpite of the refolution, which I had almofl 
abfolutely formed, to fly the hpufps o| the great, without even 
the exception of the Counter's, J found myfelf fu greatly 
changed, that I ffiould have accepted, on the' fpot, a propo- 
fid, which I fhould have declined from any other mouth ; but 
rny engagement with ypu withheld me ; and thanking the 
Counters, I told her, when I had refletted on her obliging 
offer, I would do myfelf .the honour of waiting upon her 
again. 

Neverthelefs, two difficulties fland in my way'. Will it be 
confifient with that poverty of fpirit, which 1 feek ? Can I 
accept an office, for which I have fuch fmall talents; and, 
ftal] I not diffcunour the caufe of God, by hammering out 

the 
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thcmvfteries of the gofpel, in a place, where the moll ap- 
proved miniflers of the Lord have preached with fo much 
power, and fo much fuccefs P I fufpett that my own vauitv 
gives more weight to this fecond objection, than it deferves to 
liavc : What think you ? 

I give myfelf up to your judicious counfels j you take un- 
nece furry puns to allure me, that they are difintcrcfted; for I 
cannot doubt it. I feel myfelf unworthy of them; much 
more ftill of the appellation of friend, with which you honour 
me. You are an indulgent father to me, and the name of 
fon fuits me better than that of brother. 

You afk, “ Whether \ can, with confidence, give you ur» 
to the mercy of God ?” Yes, I can ; and I fee! that for 
you, which I do not for myfelf ; I am fo affiured of your 
falvation, that I afk no pther place in heaven, than that I mav 
have at your Icet. I doubt even if paradife would be a para- 
dife to me, unlefs it were (bared with you ; and the fmgle 
idea which your queftion excited, that we might one day be 
feparated, pierced my heart, and bathed my eyes with tears. 
They were fweet tears, which feepied to water and confirm 
my hope, or rather the certainty I have, that He, who hath 
begun a good work in ns, will alk finifh it ; and unite me to 
you in Chriit, by the bonds of an cverlafliog- love ; and not 
only to you, but to your children and your wife, whom I 
fahuc in Chrifl. Adieu. 1 am, &c. J. F. 


To the Hon. Mrs. . 

My dear Friend, 

T O a believer, Jefus is alone the definable, the cverlafling 
diftinttion and honour of men. All other advantages 
though now fo proudly extolled, and fo vehemently coveted' 
are, like the down on the thiftle, blown away in a moment, 
and never fecure to the poffcflbr. Riches arc incapable of fa- 
ll sty ing, friends arc changeable and precarious, the dear rela- 
tions, who are the delight of our heart, arc taken away at a 
llrokc pain and ficknefs follow eafe and health in quick 
fucceffion ; but, amidft all the polfible changes of life, Chriff 
is a Rock. To fee him by faith, to lay hold, to rely upon him, 
to live upon him, this is the Refuge from the florin, the 
Shadow from the heat.— May it be given to you abundantly ! 
And in order to obtain it, nothing more or lefs is required of 
you, than a full and frequent confcffion of ynur own abomi- 
nable nature and heart, kneeling as a true beggar at the door 
of mcrcv, declaring you came there expetting notice and re- 
lief, only becaufe God our Saviour came to redeem incar- 
nate Devils, and, for the glory of his grace, to convert them 

ino 
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into faints and fervanu of the living Cod, into children of 
God and heirs of glory. 

I think you take a Aire method to perplex yourfclf, if you 
want to fee your own faith, or look for one moment at yourfclf 
for proof of your faith ; others muft fee it in your Works, but 
yo i mull Feel it in your heart. The glory of Jefus is now, by 
faith, realized ! o the mind, in fome fuch manner as an infinitely 
grand and beautiful objeft, which appears in the firmament of 
heaven: it arrefts and fixes the attention of the fpeflators on 
itfelf ; it captivates them, and, by the pleafnre it imparts, they 
are led on to view it : fo When jefus is our peace, llrengtb, 
righteoufnefs, food, falvation, arid our all, we are penet fated 
with a confcioufnefs of it. — We fhould never reft Ihoit of this 
feeling, nor ever think we have it ftfong enongh* This is to 
keep the faith ; and our chief conflif-l and moll conftant labour 
mult be againft our own heart, thethings of the world, and the 
fuggeftions of our great enemy, who art all intent to divert us 
from this One Objeft, which Mary placed hcrfelf before ;• or 
to make us doubt whether in the life and death of Immanuel 
there was fuch unfearchable riches and efficacy, fuch a complete 
falvation for all bis people, or whether we are in that number. 
For my own part, I am often tempted to fufpefil, whether 1 am 
not. fpeaking great fwel ling words of Clnift, and yet am no 
more than founding .brafs or a tinkling cymbal ; and I find the 
only fuccefsful way of anfwering this doubt is immediately to 
addrefs to Jefus a prayer to this cfle£l — “ Whofoever comcth 
to thee, thou wilt in no wife call out ; Lord, have not I come 
to thee ? Am not I, as a brand plucked out of the fire, depend- 
ing upon thee for life ? Sec if there beany way of wickedncTs 
in me, and lead me in the way everlafling.” 

My eye looks to the blcfted Jefus, my heart longs to be more 
in his ftivice, my love — O that it were greater toward him ! 
I mourn deeply for my corruptidns, which are many and great. 
When 1 look at Him, and contemplate his great falvation, I 
adore, and, in fome mcafure, I love, but when I look at royfclf, 
my heart rifes at the fight : Black and devilifh, felfilh and proud, 
carnal and covetous, and moll abominably unclean, I want all 
things which are good. But I have a blefled, blefled Lord, 
Cbrift Jefus, in whom all fulnefs dwells for me, and for the 
dear Iviend to whom I am writing; a fulnefs of pardon, wif- 
dom, holinefs, Ihength, peace, rtghtcoufeefs and falvation — a 
fulnefs of love, mercy, goodnefs, truth. All this, and a thou- 
fand times more than all this, without any worthiness or nictir, 
ouh for receiving. O blefled free grace of God ! O hlelTed 
be his name for Jefus Chrift ! What a gift! and for whom ? 
For you, my dear friend, if you arc without ftrength, if you 
are in your nature an enemy, all this is for you. What fay $ 
the everlafling God ? Believe, that he gave his Son for Tin- 
ners 1 
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Tiers ; and, as a {inner, believe in Jefus. He entne to lave 
the loft ; then, as aloft foul, believe in hi tin II - came to 
cleanfc the filthy ; then, as a filthy foul, believe in him. And 
w hy fhould we not thus believe ? Can God lie ? Inip<dlible ! 
Can we have a better foundation to build on, than the promife 
and oath qf God ? 

My dear friend, I know you will not be angry at my preach- 
ment ; I aim it all at iny own bent, I {land more in neerTof 
it than you, and I always feel my heart refreftied when I am 
talking or thinking of Jefus. It is a feaft to my finful foul, 
when I am meditating on the glories which compofe his blcfted 
name. But O how dark and ignorant, how little, how exceed- 
ing little, do I know of him ! O, thou light of the world, en- 
lighten my foul ! Teach me to know more of thy infinite ami 
gild unfearchable riches, thou great God-man, that I may love 
thee with an incrcafing love, and (jerve thee with au increafing 
zeal, till thou bringeil me to glory 1 J. F, 

On SELF-EXAMINATION. 

T HE Duty of Self Examination is frequently commanded 
in the Holy Scriptures, and the reafons for repeatedly 
urging ns to engage diligently in this important ivork, are 
very evident to every thinking mind : We are in ’continual 
danger of heing impofed upon by the flattering vanities of 
the world, the crafty fuggellionv of -fatan, and the treachery 
of our own fcnfual appetites, deft res, and tempers. We are 
liable to be deceived by our own vain hopes ot heavenly hap- 
pinefs, and becaufe we have providentially acquired new and 
enlarged views of the excellency of Chrift", anti «f the efficacy 
of his atoning Blood, we are in jeopardy of celling in notions 
and religious principles, fubftituting them for the Life and 
Power of Godljn ess. Let us, therefore, examine ourfelve* 
in the fear ot God; — and, bv- the light of his Word and 
Spirit, fearch diligently and deep into our own he.uts ; bring- 
ing our thoughts, words and aflions to the- infallible toueh- 
flonc ; let us prove our repentance, whether it be thorough, 
or only fupcrificial ; — examine pur faith, whether it be no- 
tional, or faving, and working by love ; — our obedience, 
whether it be univerfal, or partial. 

1. It is a matter greatly to be lamented, that in thefe gof- 
pcl-days, there are too many profeflors who never fet about 
the duty ; or; at leaft, who grow wear)' of it, before they 
have attained to that proficiency therein, which is abfolutclv 
neccflary lor the fouls’ welfare. They will pray, and read, 
and hear lermons, and attend upon religious duties ; never- 
Vol. XVII,. Oil. 1794. thelefir, 
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ferve us' in our duty, firft, an habitual theory of what we 
ought, and ought not to do ; and of alt the motives and en- 
gagements to the one, and to the other. Secondly, an aftual 
and clear prefence of all this to the mind, in every inftant of 
aftion. This is, for the moll part, the thinking man’s con- 
dition. He not only habitually k>i ws, but actually attends 
both to his duty, and to all the engagements for its perfor- 
mance. It may be neceflary to add, that an unthinking 
perfon can never make any progrefs either in Repentance, 
Faith, or Holincfs. The prophet Malachi fays, “ They that 
feared the Lord, fpake often opi to another : — and a t ook of 
remembrance was written before him for them that (pared the 
Lord, and that thought upon his Name.’* The Apoffle ex- 
horts us to think on thofe things which are true, hopeft, juft, 
pure, lovely, and of good report, Phil. iv. 8. The tehiCr 
tance of our Lord's dilciples to credit hts refurrettion did not 
originate from inability, or needful information, but for want 
of thinking ; which obliged him to give them that neceffary 
reproof, ** O fools, and How of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have fpoken!” The word is not SI which is a 

term of great indignation, and fometirnes of contempt, but 
si anzlo*, which is a term of expoftnlation and reproof, and 
may be rendered “ 0 thoughtlcfs creatures!" Luke xxiv. 25. 

But in order that we may think ufefully and fpititually, it 
is highly expedient that we keep a ftrifcl watch over our 
thoughts, left we admit the fuggeftions of the evil one, and 
adopt them for our own, which would fpread darknefs and 
confufion through evety faculty of the mind. The Plalmift 
declares, “ I hate vain thoughts, but thy Law do I love.” 
And that admonition is ever neccfliuy, “ Guard well thy 
Thought ; — our Thoughts arc heard in Heaven !” The 
eonfrioufnefs of our natural inability to think a good thought, 
as of ourfclves, Ihould urge us continually to apply for the 
illuminations of the Spirit of Truth, that we may be guided 
into all Truth, and prcfcrved from the dangerous paths of 
error and delufion. 
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Fevers fuccefsfully treated by wafliing with cold 
Water and Vinegar. 

OCTOR Brandrcth of Liverpool, in a letter to Dr, 

_ Duncan, Editor of the Medical Commentaries, com. 

niuntcates to him the following observations : 

“ The advantages at ifmg to patients, under various {fates 
©f the Typhus Fever,* from wafhing with cold Water and 
* The Typhus Fever includes thofe which ate commonly 
denominated bilious, putrid, malignant, and nervous Fevers, 

Vinegar, 
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Vinegar, have been in many cafes or my prafticc, for frs al 
years naff, very conspicuous ; and, in no lnft.mce ol my 00. cr- 
eation, has this mode of treatment been productive oi ;mv 
unpleafant effba. I generally order it to be done, ni g hl a .™ 
morning, with a large fponge. The patients are well . Irted 
and put to bed. They ufually exprefs great pleafurc from 
its cfeas, and a fenfe of great rcfiefhmcnt. It invariably 
Icflcns, not only the heat, but, in a Angular manner, the 
hardnefs of the (kin. It diminifhesthe frequency of the- pulfe. 
and often leirens, nay fometirnes removes, fur a time, the 
delirium. I have known patients, who refufed not only 
medicine, bui every kind of food, readily prevailed on, after 
the washing, to take whatever their friends offer. d. It is not 
improbable, th t, ere long, I may lay a ftate of this prathec 
before the public.” 


[Med. Com. vol. xvi. pa. 382.] 


Mr. FLETCHER'S LETTERS. 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

Tern, Sept. s6, 1760. 

Y OU anfwer me not, my dear Sir : have you not received 
mv laff, with a letter enclofed from my Lady Hunting- 
don? But it is with an ill grace I complain, when I ought 
rather to th*nk you for the confolatory letter, which you wrote 
me in anfwer to my firft from Tern. It might have comforted 
me if 1 would, or could be comforted without Jefus ; but I 
only afk ftrengih to groan on, till I can fay, Totus mi hi per- 
bluett Chri/lus * Without the experience of this motto, yours 
Vtll never raife me above a Devil, who can fay as well as me, 

here *the cony of a part of a letter, which I 
have juft written to Lady Huntingdon. “The light I ex- 
pelled from our friend at Briftol is come though from a 
different quaitcr. A fortnight ago, the M.mfler of this 
parilh, with whom I have had no conneftiun for thefe two 
years, fent me word, (I know not why) that his pulpit Ihould 
be at my fervice at any time, and feetns now very friendly. 
Some days after, I ventured, without rlefign, a yifit of civility 
to the Vicar of a neighbouring panfh, who fell out with me, 
three years ago, lor preaching faith in his church : he re- 
ceived me with die great eft kindnefs, and faid often he would 
have me take care of fouls fome where or other. Laft Sunday, 
the Vicar of Madcley, to whom I was formerly curate, com- 
i> Chrift is altogether lovely. + I am altogether hateful 
tp myfclf, 
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ing to pay a vifit here, cxprefled great regard for me, feemcd 
to be quite reconciled, and allured me, that he would do all 
that was in his power to ferve me; of which he yeftcWay 
gave me a proof, by fending me a leftirnoniul unafked. He 
was no fooncr gone, than news was brought that the old 
Clergyman, I mentioned to your Ladylhip, died foddenly the 
day before; and that fame day before 1 heard it, Mr. Hill 
meeting at the races his nephew who is patron of Madeley j 
told him, that, if lie would prefent me to Matfcley, he* 
would give the Vicar of that parifh the living vacated by the 
old Clergyman’s death. This was immediately agreed to, as 
Vlr. Hill himlelt informed me in the evening, wiping ’me 
joy. This new promife, the manner in which Mr. Hill 
forced me from London to be here at this time, and the kind- 
neft of the three Minifters I mcntkmcd, whole hearts fecined 
to be turned at this junfturc, to fign my leftirnonials for in- 
flitution, arc fo many orders to be ftill, and wait till the door 
is quite open or (hut. I beg, therefore, your Ladylhip would 

J »refent my refpefts and thauks to Lady Margaret and Mr 
ngham, and acquaint them with the neceffity, which thefe cir- 
cum fiances lay me under to follow the leadings of Providence.” 
This anfwcr is agreeable to the advice you have fo re- 
peatedly given me, not to refift Providence, but to follow its 
leadings. 1 am however, inwardly in fufpence ; my heart 
revolts at the idea of being here alone, oppofed by my 
lupenors, hated by my neighbours, and defplfed by all the 
world. Without piety, without talents, without refolution, 
how (hall I repel the alfaults, and furmount the obftacles 
which I forefee, if I difeharge my duty at Madeley with 
fidelity? On the other hand, to reject this prcfcntation, to 
burn this certificate, and to leave in the defert the Iheep, 
whom the Lord has evidently brought me into the wot Id to 
feed, appears to me nothing but obfiinacy and refined fclf 
love. I will hold a middle courfe between thefe extremes ; 

I will be wholly pajffive in the fteps I mull take, and ailivc in 
praying the Lord to deliver me from the evil one, and to con- 
duit me in the way he would have me to go. 

If you fee any thing better, inform me of it fpeedily , and, 
at the fame time, remember me in all your prayers, that if 
this matter be not of the Lord, the enmity of the Bilhop of 
Litchfield, who muft countcr-Ggn my teftimonials ; the threats 
of the Chaplain of the Bilhop ol Hereford, who was a witnefs 
toiny preaching at Well Street; the objections drawn from 
my not being naturalized, or feme other obftaclc, mav prevent 
the kind intentions of Mr. Hill. Adieu. 1 am, ckc. 

J. F. 

Tq 
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To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, Madeley, March io. f/6t, 

T Feel more and more, that I neither abide in Clin ft. nor 
1 Chrift in me; nevertheless, I do not fo feel. «• J 
feel; him without remiffion. O wretched man that » 

who Hi all deliver me from this heart of unbelief? Be {ILL 
be God, who has protnifed me this deliverance, through ou 

L °My new Snveri has with great difficulty, efcaped the wiles 
of the Devil ; who, bv fifty vifions, had fet her on the pin- 
nacle of the temple. Thanks be to God, flie has come down, 
whhout being caft headlong. I have had more trouble with 
her vifions, than with her unbelief. Two other perfoni pro- 
fefs, that they have received the confolations of divine love . 

1 '/t'fcw'days ago, I was violently tempted to quit Madeley: 
the fpirit of ]onali had fo fetzed upon my heart, that I had 
the infolence to murmur againft the L«d ; but the florm is 
now happily calmed, at lcaft for a feafon. A as what ftub- 
bornnefs is 'there in the will of man ; and with what ftren g 
docs it combat the will of God under the mafk of piety when 
it can no longer do fo with the uncovered, fhamelefs lace 
of vice ! If a man bridleth not Ins tongue, all hi* outward 
mliffion is vain. May we not add to this obfervation of St. 
James. 1 lhaOf*a man ^bridleth not his will. «Ud> U ,hc lan- 
guage of his defires, his inward religion is vain alfo? The 
Lord docs not, however, leave me altogether; and I ha\e 
often a fecret hope, that he will one day touch mv heart and 
my lips with a live coal from the altar ; and that then lus 
word (hall confume the ftubble, and break to pieces the Hone. 

Thequcftion, which you mean to repeat at the end of the 
Winter, is, 1 hope, Whether you (hall be welcome at Made- 
lev ? Mv anfwer is, you (hall be welcome even be fore \\ in- 
ter • for I have already loft almoft all my reputation, and the 
Uttle that remains does not deferve a competition with the 
pleafurc I fhall have in feeing you. Farewell. Yours, ^ 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, Madeley, April 27, *76 

Have juft received your letter, which at once fills me with 
I plcafure, aud covers me with fhame. You kindly call a 
vail over my faults, inftead of expof.ng them as they deierve. 
This generous conduft will, if I am not incorrigible, help to 
cure me of, what you ftyle, my imprudent fimpl.city, but 
what 1 call by its proper title, ot itupid ingratitude : But 
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But what do I fay ?— nothing can cure ine, but a lively faith id 
that left is, who is mad. to us, of the Father, wildorn : O 
that he were my wifdom r 

When 1 fir ft came to Madeley, I was greatly moitified and 
difcouragrd by the fmaJInefs of my congregations; and I 
thought that if fume of our friends at London had feen my 
little company, they would have triumphed in their own wit 

I ! v U e ni T’ t! i a " k Got1 ’ lhin P are altered in that refpefcf, 
and la ft Sunday, I had the pleasure of feeing feme in the 
church yard, who could not get into the church. I began a 
few Sundays ago to preach in the afternoon after catechizing 
tne children; but I do not preach my own fermons. Twice 
I read a fermon of Archbilhop Ufher's, and laft Sunday one 
?* hoa i! ,ies ' ,aku, S ,he 1‘beny to make fome obfervations 
pu fuch paffages, as confirmed what I advanced in the morn- 
far^ ' a "^ ^ ,ncans ^ topped the mouths of many adver. 

I have frequently had a defire to exhort in Madeley Wood 
and Coalbrook Dale, two villages of my parilh ; but I have 
not dared to run beiore I faw an open door. It now, I think, 
begins to open ; two final! focieties of about twenty per fans 
have formed of themfelvcs in thofe places, although the Devil 
leetm determined to overturn all. A young perfbn, the 
daughter of one of ray rich pariftioners, has been thrown imo 
del-pair j fo that every body thought her infane, and indeed, I 
thought to too. Judge ho\y our adverfaries rejoiced ; and for 
my part I was tempted to forfake my miniftry, and take to 
my heels ; I never fuffered fuch affliaion. Laft Saturday I 
humbled my fell before the Lord, on her account, by UUna 
and prayer ; and I hope, that the Lord has heard my prayer? 
She found herfe It well enough to come to church yelfcrday. 
You will do well to engage your colliers at Kingfwood to pray 
lor their p«or brethren at Madeley. May thofe of Madeley, 
one day, equal them in faith, as they now do in that wicked- 
nefs lor which they were famous before you went among them. 

Mr. Hill has written me a very obliging letter, to engace 
me to accompany the eldeft of my pupils to Switzerland ; 
arm if I had any other country than the place where I am, I 
mould, perhaps, have been tempted to go. At p.efcnt, how* 
ever, I have no temptation that wav, and I have declined the 
offer, as politely as I could. 1 am, &c. J. f. 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, Madeley, Aug. 19th, 1761. 

I Have at length received your letter, for which I thank voa 
with all my heart. I fear you give yourfelf up to melan- 
choly, on account of your ill ftate of health ; or, at leaft that 
you do not rejoice with a joy full of glory, at the remem- 
brance 
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brance of that glory which Chrifl has purchafed for you. I 
yet hope that we Ihall both fee the gooJneft of the Lord in 
the land of the living, anti that his providence will bring our 
bodies nearer to each other, at the lame time that his grace 
unites our fpirits in Chrifl Jefus. 

I don’t know whether I mentioned to you a fermon preached 
at the Archdeacon’s vifitation. It was almoft all levelled at 
the points which arc called the doflrincs of Mcthodifm, and 
as the preacher is Minifter of a parifh near mine, it is proba- 
ble he had me in his eye. After the fermon, another Clergy- 
man addreffed me with an air of triumph, and demanded what 
anfwcr I could make. As fcveral of my parifhioners were 


tniftakes of his difeourfe, with as much politenefs and freedom 
as I was able ; but I have as yet had no anfwcr. I could 
have wilhed for your advice before I fealcd my letter ; but as 
I could not have it, I have been very cautious, intrenching 
myfelf behind the ramparts of feripture, as well as thofe of 
our homilies and articles. 

I know not what to fay to you of the ftate of my foul : I 
daily Aruggle in the Hough ot defpond, and I endeavour every” 
day to climb the lull difficulty. I need wifdom, mildnefs 
and courage ; and no man has lefs of them than I. O Jeius, 
my Saviour, draw me ftrongly to Him, who giveth wifdom 
to all who afk it, and upbraidcth them not ! As 10 the ftate of 
my parilh, the profpe6l is yet difeouraging New fcandals 
fucceed thofe that wear away; but offences mull come : hap- 
py Qiall I be, if the offence comcth not by me ! My church- 
wardens fpeak of hindering ftrangers from corning to the 
church, and of repelling them from the Lord’s table ; but, 
on thefe points, I am determined to make head againft them! 
A club of eighty workmen in a neighbouting parilh, being 
offended at their minifter, determined to come in proceffion 
to ray church, and requefted me to preach a fermon for them ; 
but I thought proper to decline it, and have thereby a little 
regained the good g.aces of the minifter, at leaft, lor a time. 
Farewell. J. 

Obfervations on the pruning of On hards from the 
Tranfafciions of the Society fur the cncourapomcnt of 
Arts, &c. 

A N Experiment is related bj. T. S. D. Rmlnalt, I lq; 

which he made in the Spring and Autumn of 1 .11 

fix acres of land litllv planted with apples and cl. cun . on ,.h 
Vol. XVII. Nov! 1794. ' 0 k \ 

\ 4 e. 
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the life, but, an the contrary, to keep the heaft alive till Ije 
be totally eat up. Having fatisfied the Moiuical law, ac- 
cording to his conception, by pouting tliefc fix or (even 
drops upon the ground, two or more of them fall to work ; 
on the bark of the bead, and on each fide of the fpinc they 
cut fkin-tlccp ; then putting th«*ir fingc s between the flelh and 
the fk.n, they begin to ftrip tire hide off the animal half way 
down his ribs, and fo on to the buttock, cutting the fit i it 
wherever it hinders them com mod iou fly to tlr:p the poor 
anunal bare. All the ffefh on the buttocks is cut nfT then, 
and in folid, fqugrc pieces, withou boms, or much cffufion 
of blood ; and the prodigious noire the animal makes is a 
fignal tor the company to fit down to table. 

1 here are thou laid before eveiy gueff, inftead of plates, 
round cakes, about twice as big as a pan-cake, and fomethinij 
thicker and tougher. It is unleavened bread of a fomilli 
talle, made of a grain called teff. It is of different colours, 
from black to the colour of the whitefi wheat bread. Three 
or lour ot thefe cakes arc generally put uppertmft, for the 
food of the perfdn oppofitc to whole feat they are placed. 
Beneath thefe arc four or five of ordinary bread, and of a 
blackilh kind, Thele ferve the mafter to wipe his fingers 
upon ; and altcrwards the fervant, for bread to his dinner. 

1 wo or three fervants then com' 1 , each with a fqnare 
piece ol beef in their lure hands, laying it upon the cakes 
ol K 11^ placed like difhes down the table, without cloth or 
any thing e lfe beneath them. By this time all the guefl* 
have knives in their hands, and their men have the large 
crooked ones, which they put to all forts of ul'cs during the 
time of war. I he women have fmall clafped knives, fuch 
as the worfl of the kind made at Sheffield. 

i he company are lo ranged that one man fits between two 
women : the man with his long knife ctns a thin piece, which 
would be thought a good becl-lleak in England, while you 
lo: the motion ot the fibres yet perfectly d.llintt, and alive 
111 ,}lC ft-dh. . No man in Abyflinta, of any fallmm whatever, 
feeds Itimicll, or touches his own meat. The women tale 
the llcak and ert it length-ways like firings, about the thick- 
ly 5 ol your little finger, then ctofsways into Iqnarc pieces, 
lotnetliipg lnialler than dire. This they lay upon a piece of 
the teff bread, flrongly powdered with blaJk pepper, or Ca. 
venue pepper, and foIJile-felt, they then wrap it up in the 
tcu bread like a cartridge. 

In the mean time, the man having put up his knife, with 
each hand idling upon his neighbour’s knee, his body Hoop- 
ing, his head low and lorward, and mouth open very much 
like an idiot, turns to the one whofe cartridge is fit 11 ready, 
who Hulls the whole of it into his mouth, which is fo lull 

that 
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that he is In conftam danger of being choked. This is a mark 
of grandeur. The greater the man would feem to be, the 
hrger piece he takes in his month; and the more none he 
makes 'in chewing it, the more polite he is though to be. 
They have, indeed, a proverb that fays, “ Beggars and thieves 
“ only eat final) pieces, or without making a noth’. Having 
Ai (patched this morfel, which he does very expedmouliy, Ins 
next neighbour holds forth another cartridge, which goes the 
feme way, and fo on till he is fatisfied. He never drinks till 
he has Shifted eating ; and, before he begins, .in gratitude to 
the fair ones that fed him, he makes up two fmall rolls ot 
the feme kind and form ; each of his neighbours open their 
mouths at the fame time, while with eacit hand he puts their 
portion into their mouths. He then falls to drinking out of 
a large horn ; the ladies eat till they arc fatisfied, and then all 
drink together. , . . ,. , 

All this time, the unfortunate viftim at the door is bleed- 
ing indeed, but bleeding little. As long as they can cut oft 
the flelh from his bones, they do not meddle with the thighs* 
or the parts where the great arteries are. At laft they tall 
Upon the thighs likewife ; and foon after the animal, bleeding 
to death, becomes fo tough that the cannibals, who have the 
reft of it to eat, find very hard work to feparate the item Irom 
the bones with their teeth like dogs." 

Account of the late Revival of Religion at Hull, 
in Yorkfhirc. 

[ Concluded from page 607. ] 

S INCE the jath of May, the Lord has favoured us with 
refrefhing feafons. but we have not bad fo many mftanccs 
of perfons being under deep convictions, and confcqucntly 
not fo many clear cooverfions. It is difficult, tho perhaps, 
not impoflible, to aflign the reafons ol this decline. 1 hole 
•who have feen extraordinary revivals of Re igion, know that 
it is impoflible on thefe occafionsto pievont irregularities ; and 
that even an attempt to remove feme inconveniences, at Inch 
a feafon, is too frequently fuececded by an interruption ot that 
fervency of fpirit. and lively exercife ol faith and hope, which 
are fo neceflary for facilitating the increafc and progress ot 
the work. Some religious peifons of other denominations, 
exclaimed, “ That this work was too fudden in itfclf, and xr- 
“ regular in its manner, to be ot God.” 1 hefe reflections 
being (pread tUrqugh the different circles of their acquaintance, 
bad probably a tendency to lefTen the ardour oi thole who 

Vop. XVII. Dec. 1794. vcre 
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were zealous for the caufe of God, and difcouraged others 
who were feeking falvation. But the clamour that was raifed 
on account of the meetings being fometimes continued to a 
la'e hour, feemtM .of greater importance ; especially as it was 
inlinuatcd, that it was not only difagrceable to many families, 
but oflenGve to the inagiilrales. Thcfc conliderations indu- 
ced us to attempt fomc regulaiions, in the moll gentle way, fo 
as fcarce to be perceived. Aral we fuppofed ourfelves jufli- 
fied in our proceedings, as we afled from the motive of pic- 
ferving civil and religious Peace. Yet we are now doubtful, 
that our well-meant endeavours to remove every Humbling 
block out of tire way, has given a check to the work ; and 
that we have been more anxious to plcafe men, and avoid a 
part of the croft, tlian to bear reproach for the fake of Chrift. 

Many inltanres might be given of remarkable converGons, 
but at prefeut I lliall only fc!e£t two or three. 

A fervant of Mr. G — 's, came one evening to the prayer* 
meeting ; fhe had no idea of wlwt fire was coming for, only 
having Ireard that people went to thole meetings and were 
blcfled. She was fo exceedingly ignorant, as fcarce to know 
that flie had a foul that mull live for ever. She had net been 
hi the meeting a few hours before Ihc was thoroughly awaken- 
ed and truly converted ; and returned home rejoicing and 
praifmg Goa. Her miftrefs has obferved her conduct very 
narrowly ever fince, and (edifies, that her whole deportment 
gives the fulled evidence of the reality of the change. 

A fervant of Mr. C — 's, of Cottingham, came to the mar- 
ket ; and being informed of the prayer-meetings, and the be- 
nefit that many people found at them, was fo afletled that (he 
refolved to Hay all night in order to be prefent at one of 
them ; faying to herfelf, “ I can but lofe my place, and what 
“ is that to tne falvation of my foul Soon alter the meeting 
began, fhe was convinced of her fallen date, and fenfibfe of 
the burden of Gn ; and before midnight received a fenfc of 
pardoning mercy. Next mottling fhe returned home rejoicing 
in the Lord, to the aftonilhment of her millrcfs, who is a 
pious perfon, and expreifes great faiisfatlion in the evident 
change that her fervant manifeds in all her conduft and 
tempers. 

A poor Magdalen ftrolled one night into the chapel, and came 
forward into tile veftry where many were wreftling in prayer 
with the didrelfed, who were crying for mercy, which ftruck 
her with amazement ; which another woman obferving, fpoke 
to her, and afked, “ Do not you want the converting power 
A of Grace ? Do not you deGre to he happy ?" To which die 
anfweicd, " I am not happy now ; — nor do I know how to 
“ he fo.” The woman then took her afide, and explained to 
her the way of falvation through laith in Chrifl ; and then 

left 
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left her to fpeak to fome others. Returning feon aftw, ftie 
found the poor prollitute on her knees, weeping, and mttent- 
iTfnmTtHrav With her; in a (hurt time the Lord anlwercd 
the fupnlicahons of his fen-ants, and vjfited ' hc b ‘^i ami 
guilty Tamer in mercy, removing from her ‘he 
power of Gn, quickening and renewing her foul hn nghtcouf 
„.n. • and Ihe went away rejoicing tn the Lord. Mie turn 
made’ an appointment on board of a velTcl, but t wrote a 'me 
informing them, “That fhe could not come ; that God hart 
opened her eyes, and mercifully forgiven her pa t olfcnees 
and flic would dir for want, rather than follow that wicked 

C °The work o7 God has likewife revived in fnndry ' 
the country part of the Circuit. At Beverley, where them 
has been great deadnefs for a long feafon, twenty perfot.s 
hate Sdf found Peace with God. Some of them were 
not only Grangers, but enemies to Godhnels. 

At Thearn, a fmall village, on Tuefday evening, April 8, 
after Mr. Brown had done preaching, nine perfons were con- 
verted in the prayer-meeting ; among them were two brothers 
one was twelve years old, and the other only eight , next 
dat they each of them wrote a letter to their relations, dcfcTi- 
bing the work which the Lord had wrought upon their fouls, 
an/the confolations they experienced, mtcrfperfed wuh pcr- 
tinent remarks and obfervations, that would not have d U-re- 
dited perfons who have been long acquainted with the things 
of God : So true it is, that when he teaches, there is no 
delay in learning. On the Friday evening a her three 
uerfons belonging to one family, were much affetied m 
!be nublic meeting. Upon returning home, their diftreft in- 
c icsEd lo S a g degree P as to alarm the family, who font am 
called up fome of our friends to pray with them. I hetr 
prayers vVcrc anfwered, and the God of mercy revealed him- 
felt to the penitent mourners. 

At Rivct-btidgc, our profpefl ha, boon but wrjr dlfcou- 
raging for a long feafon ; neither the young, nor the old re- 
gard ing the things which make tor theirpcce. Some ot the 
Led would heat us attentively on the Sunday forenoon, and 
Sed affi while under the Word, ncvenhelels they 
cominued to walk as they did betore : But the younger would 
S be governed nor inftrutted. In order to promote 
"heir reformation, a Sunday School was fet up ... the place, 
ami two of our brethren undertook to teach the children gra- 
tis At fit ft, a confiderablc number of children attended ie- 
gularlv, but they foon became quite carelcf, and toll<|Wed 
Sc example of the elder boys, who were wholly addtflcd to 

breaking The young people ot the village had 
foracd 1 P Un lor a to-b.ll mlcb on Ealtfr Monday, f .bd 
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m!S' y d'(u‘)'"a^H “/'““T !° Ho.ham el.urcl, („bo U , lour 
liini whLh li. fl d f L U1 a ° tbc l' ou, « P eo i ,le accompanied 
all co„« 1 wi h°r ?ht aS *7 wo »‘ «6 Ibun 

fpokc verv r1«r h . T' He " n P rove « ,Jlt opportunity, and 
e I) C ^°J C to 'hem on the danger of liviiia in fin and 

t«T»tL±r:r n "- ntrl> ^ "» K» ”» 

,t“r " h " ,orc <hun common aucnl on , ami as foon as 

his £,3 r” S °T< "*X hi ”' Win. „„1 he Sled 

his former converfation all the way home, with which thaw 

At »■** *■ 

ant* of’ i r >ave a P'ayct-tneeting at eight o’clock : if 
brmff « ° U P afc , l ° C ° niC ' ) ° u 018,1 he very welcome ; and 
bring many with you as you think proper.” They came 

them 1 ,n f’he aRd - brou & bt lom f: 0> companion* with 
*7* ,T y £ >k ‘ mn ' and young folk* 
timJ T H ff<;6edt 811(1 al ‘hough it continued a conlidcrable 
tune they were unwilling to go away. 

The k-ader was prefent at ’.hat remarkable Love-feaft at 

S d’lh 3 rCaJ) ® cn r ,, ° ned 10 th « narrative) and not only no, 
ttced the progrefs of die work, but likewife was engaged in 

“ nd fpCak t mfi to ‘ hofe who were u,ldei ‘he power of 
from‘*h 10n i ., num j M f* °. f . whom he M fcen happily releafed 
from he gu.lt and dominion of fin ; and this evening he per- 

3 Cmilar WOrkat ^iver-bridge/b^ 

was alrard they fhuu d not be able to continue the meeting, 
as there were only Uiree or four perfons prefent, who had 
the h 0 ^ Cgl,t ° f Pra>er : Hc thcrcfjre requeflcd one of 
; b -r. l d 8 ° a Ut ’ and cndcavour «° 8 ct help, as the dif. 
Itersof the lads and young men tnereafed fo much, as not 
W COn f alcd an y ,on 8 , ‘ r ; for their cries were heatd ir. the 
flreet, and many perfons began to affemble about the door. 

1 , , 7 1 ” 11 t,me » ,he ,eader rcqueficd one of our fociety 

wL°ci^ b n eC d r COnVCrU i d in her > OU,h ’ and ^ hof P experience 
tYon of f ' f r T" ira ’ '? rV hc P CO ° lc a Particular rela. 
t ton of God s dealings with Vr foul. Tins (he was enabled 

in fYlivelv a t 8 d ' C UaS a * * hat time under affliflion. 
in to lively and Unking a manner, that every femence took 

p ace in the minds of the people, and incrcafcd their defires, 
and encouraged them to hope for the mercy of God. Not 
on y the houfe was filled with people, but the flairs and work- 
fhop, and many flood without. Some came out of curiofjty 

ntw! bui *• *«* * «» ™ 

and walked comfortably forfome years, in the profeSon and 

pradiice 
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praflice of religion, till the thorns of deceitful riches, and 
the deft re of other tilings, had well nigh choked the good 
feed. Our brother who went to call in alhflance, ran to 
their houlcs without ceremony, and delivered his mdfsgc 
faithfully. Particularly, one refpc&ablc family that he viftted, 

he addrefled the matter of it to this purpofe, ” Mr. C 

“ yonder are three of your children in great difttefs for their 
“ fouls ! For Ohrid's fake, come and help us to pray fox 
11 them, that he may be merciful to them, and forgive all 
“ their fins J" Mr. C — followed him ; with fame difficulty 
he got into the room, and fell down upon his knees. For an 
hour, he continued in an agony of prayer for his own foul, 
till the Lord reflored unto him’the Light of his Countenance, 
and once more filled him with peace and joy in believing. 
He then was exceedingly helpful, not only to his own chil- 
dren, but to every one that was in dittrefs. That night, up- 
wards of twenty were enabled to praife God for the maut- 
fe flat ion of his pardoning love. 

In confcqucnce of this blelfcd revival at the Bridge, the 
young people engaged thcmfelvcs on Eaflcr Monday, in a 
quite different employment from that which they originally 
intended, and had made provifion for: The inftaiment which 
they had idolized, and expefcled to be the lourcc of abundance 
of happinefs to them, now became the objeft of their hatred 
and condemnation. When the queftion was agitated among 
them, “ What fhall be done with the foot-ball ?” One faid, 
“ Let us fell it.” But another replied, “ No ; that cannot 
“ be right ; for if it is a fnare to ns, it mud be the fame to 
« others ; therefore, let us not fell it, but deflroy it.” To 
this determination they all fully agreed ; and after it was cut 
in pieces, they threw it away with utter deteflation. 

From River-Bridge the work bread to Giiberdyke : Mr. 
Brown preached there on Wednesday, and afterwards kept a 
prayer-meeting, where many found peace ; and likcwilc at 
all the prayer-meetings, which were every night tliat week at 
the Bridge. In about a fortnight, upwards ol one hundred 
perfons were fet at liberty. At the end ol three weeks, I 
viftted the new converts at the Bridge and Giiberdyke, and 
fpoke to moll ol them ; I found them truly alive to God, and 
athirll for all the bleflings of the Gofpel. I remarked, that 
many of them were under fourteen years of age, that their 
parents were, in general, altogether carelefs : I could not 
help obferving the divine goodnefs, in fupnlying tin lack of 
ungodly parents, and reproving them, by fo wonderfully 
convening their children. While I was preaching at the 
Bridge on Monday evening, I was obliged to flop three times, 
to praife God for delivering fouls from the burden of their 
(ins. After preaching, the prayer- meeting continued till a 
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late hour, and the Lord manifelled his pardoning mercy to 
feven perfons more before the meeting concluded. 

On Sunday morning, May 3, Ann Leach, was fuddcnly 
taken ill during the time of preaching ; Ihc continued fcnfible 
and happy till next morning, when (he died. For many years 
Ihe had been a member of our focicty at Thorner, and adorned 
her profeflion by an holy life, and unfpoited converfation, and 
lately came to re fide at the Bridge among her friends. Mr. 
I. U. one of her relations at Thorner, came over to her 
funeral, onThurfday, and tarried till Sunday, when I preached 
a fennon on the occafion. It pleafed the Lord to awaken his 
foul that day, and next morning, on his return home, his 
diftreffes were fo great that he was obliged to alight from his 
horfc, and apply to the Throne of Grace, rcgardlefs of every 
object that palled by on the road. He continued in an agony 
of prayer till the Lord revealed forgiving mercy unto him, 
and enabled him to purfuc his journey with joy and gladnefs. 

It is not to be wondered at, that the extraordinary work at 
River-bridge, ftiould be tbe fubjeft of much conveiution, far 
and near, and that different conllruftions were put upon it 
foine faying, “ It is only among the children and young 
people, and will foon come to nothing:” others replying; 
«» h could be no work of God, bccaufc it was fo hidden, and 
attended with much noife and difordcr.” However, they 
generally acknowledged, that for the prefent, there was a 
very, great alteration lor the better among the people ; no cur- 
ling or fwearing, or horrible language, being now heard in 
the llreets, no fabbaih-hrcaking. or affemblies of young 
people in the fields for the purpofe of vain and wicked diver- 
lions on the Lora’s-day ; and therefore, it is matter of ihank- 
fulnefs that fo much good is already done. 

Since that time, the work continues to profper, and has fpread 
to many other villages, where ten, fifteen, and twenty perfons, 
have been converted at a meeting, and fometimes more ; 
fo wonderfully does the Lord vifit his people with the con- 
vincing and Caving influences, whereby they are turned from 
daiknefs to light, and from the power of Satan unto God. 

Alexander Mather. 


Mr. FLETCHER'S LETTERS. 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, Madeley, 061 . 12, 1761. 

Y OU have always the goodnefs to encourage me, and your 
encouragements are not unfeafonable ; for dilcouiage- 
mcnls follow one alter another with very little intermifliou. 

Tliofe 
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Thofe which arc of an inward nature arc fufficicntly kn nvn to 
you ; but fomc others are peculiar to inyfelf, efpecially, thole 
I have had for eight days part, during Madeley wake. Seeing 
that I could not fuppreis thefe Bacchanalians, I did all in my 
power to moderate their m.idnefs; but my endeavours have 
had little or noefFeft : the impotent dyke I oppoled only made 
the torrent fwell and foam, without Hopping its courfe. You 
cannot well imagine how much the animouty of my parifli- 
ioners is heightened, and with what boldncfs it dilcovers 
itfelf again 11 me, becaufe I preached again 11 drunkennefs, 
fhews, and bull-baiting. The publicans and nmltmen will not 
forgive me : they think, that to pteach againft drunken- 

nefs, and to cut their purfe, is the fame thing. 

My church begins not to be fo well filled as it has been, and 
I account for it by the following reafons. The curiofity ol 
fomc of my hearers is fatisfied, and others are offended by the 
w ord ; the roads are w-orfe, and if it fhall ever pleafe the Lord 
to pour his Spirit upon us, the time is not yet come ; for in- 
Head of faying. Let us go vp together to the liottfe of the Lord , 
they exclaim. Why Jhotild we go and hear a Melkodijlf I 
Ihould lofe all patience with my flock, if I had not more rea- 
fon to be fatisfied with them, than with my lei f. My own 
harrennefs furnifhes me with excufcs for theirs ; and I wait 
the time, when God lhall give feed to the fower, and incrcafe 
to the feed Town. In waiting that time, I learn the meaning 
of this prayer, Thy will be done ! Believe me your fincere, 
tho’ unworthy friend, J. F. 

To the Rev. Mr Charles Wesley. 

My dear Sir, Madeley, May 16th, 1762. 

I Have received your letter giving me the melancholy in- 
formation of vour daughter Su key’s death. What lhall I 
fay to you on the fubjeft ? You know too well tlic dangers 
ol that world, from which the Lord has recalled her, to repine 
at the premature felicity into which fhe has entered. We are 
yet in the vale of tears and mifcrics, but God has wiped away 
all teats fiom her eyes ; let us then dry our eyes as well as we 
can, and liafl cn to follow her. I hope that fatigue and grief 
will not wholly caff down Mrs. Wefley. Salute her from me, 
and tell her, I would with all my foul bear a part of her bur- 
den. Why do I fay a part ? The Lord Jclus is ready to 
take upon him the uhole. Let us go to him, bowed down 
under the weight of our temporal and fpiritual affli&ions, and 
we lhall find that refl, which he has purchafcd for us at fo 
great a price. Let us not forget to mingle our thankfgivings 
with our fighs. The one Jhall be taken , faith the Lord, and 
the other Jhall be left. Bleffed be his holy name, his mercy 
llill triumphs over liis juftice ! 

Since 
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Since my laft, our troubles have increafed. A young man 
having put in force the aft for fapprelfiog fwearing agaittft a 
pari Ih officer, he ftirred up all the other half gentlemen, to 
remove him front the parilh. Here I interpofed, and to do 
fo with cfFeft. 1 took the young man into my fervice. By 
God’s grace, I have been enabled to cooduft myfelf, in this 
matter, fo as to give them no handle againlt me, and, in fpiie 
of ad their cabals, I have got the better. 

What has greatly encouraged them, is the behaviour of a 
magiftratc, who was at the fir ft inclined to lavour me, but 
afterwards turned again it me with peculiar malevolence, and 
proceeded fo far as to threaten me, and all my flock of the 
Rock Church, * with imprifonment. Hitherto the Lord has 
flood by me, and my little difficulties are nothing to me ; 
hut 1 fear 1 fupport them rather like a philofopher, than a 
Chriflian. We were to have been mobbed with a drum laft 
Toefday at the Rock Church; but their captain, a papift, 
behaved himfelf fo very ill, that they were afhamed of him, 
and are made peaceable for the prefent. Afk ol God to give 
me wifdom, resolution, and love. The Lord give you a 
profperous journey. Adieu. I am, &c. J. r. 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 

Madelcy, July, 1762. 

Y OUR letter, my dear Sir, arrived fome days too late, 
to prevent my taking a falfe llep refpefting the papift in 
queftion. Three weeks ago, I went to Ludlow to the Biftiop’s 
vifi(aiion, and I thought the occafion favourable for my pur- 
pofc ; hut the churchwardens, when we were upon the (pot, 
refilled to fupport me, and the court has paid no regard to my 
prefentatioti. Thus I have gained fomc experience, tho’ 
at my own coft. The fermoti did not touch the firing with 
which I was whipped the laft vibration, and I afterwards bad 
the boldncfs to go and dine with the Bifhop. 

Many of my pat ifhioncrs arc ft/angely difconcerted at my 
btinghig my gown back from Ludlow. With refpeft to the 
magiftrate 1 mentioned, who, becaufe he afted as judge ol the 
circuit two years ago, believes himfelf as able a lawyer as 
judge Fofter ; he, for the prefent, contents himfelf with 
threat ntngs. I met him the other day, and after he had called 
me Jcfuir, &c ; and menaced trie with his cane, affured me 
again, that he would loon put down our aftemblies. How 
ridiculous is this impotent rage ! 

I have attempted to form a fociety, and in fpite of much 
oppofition and many difficulties, I hope, by God’s grace, to 
♦The Rock Church were a company of well difpofed people, who afiem- 
blrd for hearing the word and prayer, at a fballhcufe built upon a rock, in 
Madelcy Wood. 

fucceed* 
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fucceed. I preach, I exhort, l pray, &c. but as yet I fectn 
to have call the net on the wrong fi le ol the llup. Lord 
Tefus, com * thvfelf, and furniffi me with a d.vme co li- 
nt iffion! For fume months pill. I have l iho .-cd under an 
in fuperablc drew liners: I could fieep day and night; and the 
hours which I ought to employ with Chnft on the mountain, 
1 fpend like Peter in the garden. . . _ , , 

I congratulate you on your fafe arrival in London. Miy 
the Lord ft rengthen you in foul and body ; may he fill you 
with wifdom and patience! Certainly, you need much ol both, 
to pull up the tares without rooting up the wheat. I approve 
your defign of examining the Hate of things for yourfelt, 
before you engage in the hftfinefs. May the Lord bids .he 
productions of your body and thofe of your mind I : May your 
little family and your books appear m the world, under the 
mo ft diilinguiffied p oteftion ol the Moll High ! Adieu. 
Pray for me. 1 am, &c. J' • 

To the Rev. Mr. Charles Wesley. 


My dear Sir, 


Madelcy, Aug. 1762. 


I Have received your laft, and I rejoice that Dr. Turner, 
'by whofe (kill the Lord once brought me up from the 
grave, has undertaken your cure. May he have the fame 
f.icccfs with you, that he had wiih me; but, be that as it will, 
our comfort is to know, that God will do all for the belt. 

I have ft'.ll trials of all forts. Firll fpmtual ones. My 
heart is hard : I have not that contrition, that filial fear, that 
fWcet, humble melting of heart before the Lord, which I 
confidcr as e Hernial to lpiritual Chriftianiiy. t . _ 

Secondly, the opposition made to my mtmftry mcreafes. 
A voting Clergyman, who lives in Madeley Wood, where he 
has great in ft .ence, has openly declared war agatnft me, by 
nalhng on the church door a paper, in which he charges me 
with rebellion, fchifin, and being a d.ftnrhcr of the publ.ck 
neace. He puts himfelf at the head of tne gentlemen of the 
parilh (as they term themfelves) and fuppoited by the Re- 
corder nf Wenlock, he is determined to put m force the 
(Conventicle Aftag .inft me. A lew weeks ago, the widow 
who lives in the Rock Church, and a young man who read 
and prayed in my abfence, were taken up. I attended them 
before the juftice, and the young clergyman wt.lt Ins troop 
were prefent. They called me Jefutt, &c. and the juftice 
tried to frighten me, by faying, ’‘that he would put the aft 
in force, tho’ we fltould aifemblc only in my own batik. 

I pleaded my caufe as well as I could, but Ice, tig he was 
determined .0 hear no reafon, I told him, " he mult do as h? 

Vox.. XVII. Dec. 1794- ^ P ,eaIeJ ’ 
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pleafed, and that if the Aft in quefiion concerned us, we 
were ready to fuffcr all its rigours." In his rage, he went 
the next day to Wenlock, and propofed to grant a warrant 
to have me apprehended; but, as the other julliccs were of 
opinion, that the bufinefs did not come under their cog- 
nizance, but belonged to the Spiritual Court, he was obliged 
to fwallow his fpittle alone. The churchwardens talk of put- 
ting me in the Spiritual Court, for meeting in houfes, &c. 
But what is worft of all, three falfc witnefTes offer to prove 
upon oath, that I am a liar; and fome of my followers (as 
they are called) have diflionourcd their profeffion, to the great 
joy of our adverfaries. 

In the midil oi thefe difficulties, I have reafon to blefs 
the Lord that my heart is not troubled : Forget me not in 
your prayers. Yours, J. F. 

To Mr. Vauciian. 

Dear Sir, Madeley, Sept, /jth, 1762. 

I Am very glad to hear your delight is Hill in the ways of 
the Lord, and, I truft,you will never flop till yon find 
them all plcafamnefs to you. Fight the good fight of faith ; 
break through all temptations, dejeftions, wandering, worldly 
thoughts; through all unprofitable companions, and the back- 
wardnefs of an unbelieving heart, and carnal mind: llruggle, 
until you touch Jefus, and feel healing, comforting virtue, 
proceeding from him : and when you know clearly the way 
to him, repeat the touch, till you find he lives in you, by the 
powerful operation of his loving Spirit. Then you will fay, 
with St. Paul, I live the life of Faith, yet not I, but Chrtfl 
who liveth in me. 

I rejoice that you enquire, where C It rift inakcth his flock 
to reft at noon. '1 he reft from the guilt, and power of fin, 
you will find only in inward holinefs : and this I apprehend, 
to confift in, what St. Paul calls, The kingdom of God 
righteoufitefs, which excludes all guilt ; peace, which banifhes 
all fear that hath torment ; and joy, which can no more fubfift 
with doubts, anxiety, and unftabienefs ol mind, than tight can 
fubfift with darknefs. lhat there is a ftate, wherein this 
kingdom is fet up, firmly fet up in the heart, you may fee 
from our Lord’s fermon on the mount, l>y his pricftly prayer 
in St. John, by the Epiflle of that Apoftle, and various parts 
of the Epi files of St. Paul and St. James. 

To aim aright at this liberty of the children of God, re* 
quires a continual afting of faith in the promifes; fuch as, 
“The Son of God was manifcfled to dcflrov the works of 
the devil."— “The law of the Spirit of lilV, in Clirift Jefus, 
hath made me ftec from the law of fin and death.’ — •• I can 

do 
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pleafed, and that if the A£l in quertion concerned us, we 
were ready to fuffer all its rigours.” In his rage, he went 
the next day to Wenlock, and propofed to grant a warrant 
to have me apprehended; but, as the other ju Rices were of 
opinion, that the bufinefs did not come under their cog- 
nizance, but belonged to the Spiritual Court, he was obliged 
to fwallow his fpittlc alone. The churchwardens talk, of put- 
ting me in the Spiritual Court, for meeting in houfes, &c. 
But what is word of all, three falfe witncfTes offer to prove 
upon oath, that I am a liar; and feme of my followers (as 
they are called) have difhonoured their profeffion, to the grc.it 
joy of our adverfaries. 

In the mid it of thefe difficulties, I have reafon to blcfs 
the Lord that my heart is not troubled : Forget me not in 
your prayers. Yours, J. F. 

To Mr. Vaughan. 

Dear Sir, Madelcy, Sept. 4th, 1762. 

I Am very glad to hear your delight is ftill in the ways of 
the Lord, and, I trull,' you will never flop till yon find 
them all pleafaivnefs to you. Fight the good fight of faith ; 
break through all temptations, deje£tion$, wandering, worldly 
thoughts; through all unprofitable companions, ana the back- 
wardness of an unbelieving heart, and carnal mind: itruggle, 
until you touch Jcfus, and feel healing, comforting virtue, 
proceeding from hitn : and when you know clearly the way 
to him, repeat the touch, till you nnd he lives in you, by the 
powerful operation of his loving Spirit. Then you will fay, 
with St. Paul, I live the life of Faith, yet not I, but Chriit 
who liveth in me. 

I rejoice that you enquire, where Chrift maketh his flock 
to reft at noon. The reft from the guilt, and power of fin, 
you will find only in inward holinefs : and this I apprehend 
to confifl in, what St. Paul calls, The kingdom of God:— 
righteoufnefs, which excludes all guilt; peace, which banifties 
all fear that hath torment ; and joy , which can no more fubfift: 
with doubts, anxiety, and uuftablenefs of mind, than light can 
fubfift with darknefs. 1 hat there is a Hate, wherein this 
kingdom is fet up, firmly fet up in the heart, you may fee 
from our Lord’s fermon on the mount, by his prieflly prayer 
in St. John, by the .Entitle o( that Apoftle, and various parts 
of the Epiftlcs of St. Paul and St. James. 

To aim aright at this liberty of the children of God, re- 
quires a continual afting of iaitli in the promifes; fuch as, 
“The Son of God was manilefled to deftrov the works of 
the devil.”— “The law of the Spirit of life, in Chrift Jcfus, 

hath made me free from the law of fin and death.” “ I can 

do 
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